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Was racial slang a spark? 
UAlbany investigator 
testifies about words 
heard in fight on bus 

By Amanda Frias 

Albany 

Were all racial components 
of the now-infamous fight that 
broke out in a packed CDTA bus 
investigated by law enforce­
ment? 

And were witnesses in a situ-

ation where they could hear or 
fully understand the context of 
the allegedly racially charged 
fight? 

University at Albany police 
investigator Benjamin Nagy 
testified on Thursday that while 
he had asked witnesses whether 
theN-word had been used dur­
ing the fight that happened over 
a year ago, he didn't ask about 
another racially charged state­
ment - "ratchet bitches." 

"The N-word was the allega-

See you in 50 years 
Sage Colleges President Susan Scrimshaw, at 
podium in top photo, addresses those gathered 
Thursday on the Russell Sage campus in Troy for an 
event to bury a time capsule as part of the college's 
centennial celebration. The capsule includes items 
relating to Sage's history, including pieces donated 
by alumni as well as contributions from the Sage 
community. The capsule is to be opened in 50 years. 
In photo at right, Russell Sage College students, 
from left, Madison Pastoriza, a senior from Water­
ford; Kaylee Dalaba, ajuniorfrom Granville; and 
Elizabeth Simone, a senior from Garrison, wait to 
help Scrimshaw shovel dirt into a pit to cover the 
capsule. Another capsule was buried later Thursday 
at the Sage College of Albany campus. 

tion that was made that we were 
looking into," Nagy said, adding 
that it wasn't the "only part of 
this case." 

When defense attorneys for 
Ariel Agudio and Asha Burwell 
asked Nagy whether the term 
"ratchet" had any impact on 
his investigation after learning 
the connotations of it, he said it 
was "taken into consideration," 
but later admitted he didn't ask 
other witnesses whether they'd 
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MUNICIPAL FINANCE WATER CRISIS 

Paul Buckowskl /limes Union 

Ariel Agudio, 
left, is accused 
along with her 
friend Asha 
Burwell of 
fabricating 
a racially 
charged 
attack on a 
COTA bus last 
year. Defense 
attorneys 
on Thursday 
asked 
witnesses 
about what 
they heard on 
the bus. 

Man 
gets 50 
years 
for rape 
Maximum sentence is given 
for Spa City assault 

By Wendy Liberatore 

Ballston Spa 

The convicted sex offender who 
assaulted and raped a woman last 
August along the side of the road on 
Nelson Avenue in Saratoga Springs 
was sentenced on Thursday to 50 
years to life in prison. 

He also was sentenced to l½ to 4 
years to life for an additional charge of 
failing to register as a sex offender. 

County Judge James A. Murphy 
III imposed the maximum sentence 
on Wilfredo F. Diaz, 44, of Whitehall, 
who was found guilty in February 
in Saratoga County Court on felony 
charges of predatory sexual assault, 
sexual abuse and assault for attacking 
28-year-old who refused his sexual 
advances. 

"This is an especially heinous 
crime," Murphy told Diaz. "You have 
a serious criminal history. You have 
not been rehabilitated by probation or 
incarceration and you clearly lack of 
remorse for your behavior." 

The incident occurred early on 
Aug. 16, when Diaz attempted to force 
himself on the victim in his truck. She 
escaped and fled down Nelson Avenue. 
Diaz caught up to her, grabbed her 
by the right arm, tackled her to the 
ground and dragged her by the hair 
along the grassy shoulder of the road. 
He ripped off her clothes, punched her 

Please see SENTENCE C& ... 

Moody's ups Troy's 
bond rating outlook 

Contractor sues over PFOA impact 
By Kenneth C. Crowe II 

Troy 

The city's fight over the 2017 budget that raised 
property taxes 14.6 percent has delivered a divi­
dend of a stronger bond rating from Moody's Inves­
tors Service. 

The bond rating firm has affirmed the city's A2 
rating while upgrading its outlook to stable from 
negative. City leaders who have dealt with a drum­
beat of poor financial news since a state bailout 
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WIii Waldron /Times Union 
A lawsuit faults Saint-Gobain Performance Plastics 
for water contamination and financial suffering. 

The Six-Week Forecast: 

Excavator blames two 
firms for falling values 
that eroded its business 

By Paul Nelson 

Hoosick Falls 

The biggest contractor in 
Hoosick Falls is suing Saint­
Gobain Performance Plastics 
and Honeywell International, 
saying a manufacturing chemi-

Legislative Leaders on What Comes Next 
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cal contaminated groundwater 
with such devastating impact on 
its business that employees had 
to be terminated as it struggles 
to make money. 

R.M. Bacon, an excavator and 
construction company for more 
than 30 years, is being represent­
ed by Weitz and Luxenburg, the 
same law firm that in February 
2016 filed a class action lawsuit 
on behalf of Hoosick Falls village 

Please see HOOSICK C4 .., 

Join state Assembly 
Speaker Car1 Heastie 

and Senate Majority 

Leader John Flanagan 

for a discussion of the 

issues that will define 

the final weeks of the 

2017 legislative session. 
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