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Distraught mom testifies 
TRIAL 
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McCue said she did not 
know which direction the 
boat came from. 

"I remember saying, 'Oh 
my God! Oh my God!"' Mc
Cue testified. 

"And then what?" Hogan 
asked. 

Skip Dickstein/ Times Union 
Asha Burwell arrives for the continuation of the COTA bus 
court case at the Albany County Judicial Center on Monday 
In Albany. 

"I remember I fell to my 
knees ... I remember say
ing, 'I'm hurt. I'm hurt," 
McCue testified. "I was in 
shock. I remember being 
frozen there for a while. 
I couldn't really move. I 
didn't really know how 
badly hurt I was, ifl could 
move, if anyone else was 
hurt." 
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ence to Agudio, Burwell 
and Alexis Briggs, who are 
all black. 

"Every time I've heard 
'ratchet' it pretty much 
meant 'ghetto,' in my opin
ion," Agudio said. 

"I felt like if we were 
white she would have said 
somethingcompletelydif
ferent if she was angry at 
us," she added. "So to me, 
it was as if she were saying 
that, you know, because we 
were black." 

Agudio and Burwell, 
both 21 and from Long 
Island, were called to the 
stand Monday to testify as 
the Albany County district 
attorney's office seeks to 
prove they lied last year 
when they reported they 
had been the victims of 
a racially motivated hate 
crime on a COTA bus full 
of drunk college students. 

On the stand, the 
women stuck by their 
original story, which is 
that in the early morning 
hours of Jan. SO, 2016, they 
were jumped by a group of 
white students who were 
hurling racial slurs. Before 
this happened, they say, 
they had attempted to ask 
students why no one yelled 
at the singing white girl 
to be quiet, but everyone 
yelled atAgudio to "shut 
up" when she dared con
front someone who called 
her "ratchet." 

Assistant District Attor
ney David Rossi grilled the 
women, who are seen on 
COTA surveillance foot
age striking passengers, 
over their role in the fight 
and why it was that the 
students he brought in to 
testify only heard Agudio 
making threats to assault 
the other passengers. 

"Isn't it true that look
ing back now, you under
stand that when you told 
the world that you were 
jumped by a bunch of men 
on a bus that that was not 
true?" he asked Burwell. 

Both Agudio and Bur
well said that both men 
and women assaulted them 
that night. They conceded 
thatAgudio had walked 
back to confront Glisson 
about the "ratchet" com
ment, but that she eventu
ally sat back down in her 
seat after being yelled at by 
other passengers to "shut 
up and sitdown." 

Neither could remember 
who threw the first punch, 
butAgudio testified that 
four other women were 
primarily involved in 
"throwing punches" and 
pulling hair, including 
Glisson. Eventually, as 
people noticed a fight un
derway, more passengers 

crowded in the back of the 
bus and became involved, 
they said. 

Agudio's hair extensions 
were ripped out in the pro
cess, leaving her with bald 
patches afterward. A man 
could be seen on COTA 
footage helping her to pick 
them up before getting off 
the bus. Burwell choked 
up on the stand when she 
recalled her friend's hair 
gettingyankedout. 

"When they realized 
that her hair could come 
out, everyone participated 
in it," she said of Agudio. 
"It was comical. It was like 
a game to try to rip out 
every single piece of her 
hair." 

Rossi, during cross
examination, disputed the 
women's accounts, at times 
indicating the video clearly 
showedAgudioclimbing 
over a seat and punching 
people while men attempt
ed to separate the groups 
of women. 

"When you spoke with 
police did you think it 
was important to tell the 
truth?" he asked Burwell. 

"Yes I did," she said. 
"Did you remember 

that Ariel had just told you 
that she had three b---s 
down?" he asked, referring 
to a 911 recording of the 
defendants' calls for help 
that night. 

"I did not hear her say 
that," Burwell said. 

"Did you remember 
that Ariel had just told you 
that she beat up a boy?" he 
asked, again referring to 
the recording. 

"I did not hear her say 
that either," she said. 

After six days and sev
eral dozen witnesses, both 
sides rested their cases 
Monday. Closing state
ments will be delivered 
Tuesday and then the jury 
of12 will be instructed 
to reach a unanimous 
verdict. 

She remembers her 
stepmother, Christine 
Knarr, calling911 from the 
boat. They pulled into the 
boathouse to dock where 
there was more light. 

For the first time, she 
explained, she could see 
how serious her daughter's 
injuries were. 

Mccue, hysterically 
crying, testified: "I looked 
to my left and Charlotte 
wasn't moving. She wasn't 
responding. She was really 
hurt." 

Mccue described 
Christine Knarr perform
ing chesteompressions on 
Charlotte. McCue said she 
unzipped her daughter's 
life vest and tried mouth
to-mouth resuscitation. 

Hogan and her first as
sistant, Jason Carusone, 
seek to prove that West, 
25, recklessly caused the 
child's death after Log Bay 
Day, an annual alcohol
filled gatheringon the 
lake. 

West faces up to 22 
years in prison if convicted 
of charges that include 
second-degree manslaugh
ter, felony assault, boating 
while intoxicated and leav
ing the scene. 

Prosecutors later called 
Matthew Peterson, one of 
three people who joined 
West and his group at Log 
Bay Day. He testified West 
drank a beer and talked of 
smoking pot. He said he 
remembered West later 
drinking two mixed drinks 
containing vodka at a 
dinner in Bolton Landing, 
which preceded the crash. 
On cross-examination, 
defense attorney Cheryl 
Coleman reminded Peter
son he testified to a grand 
jury that West only had 
one of the mixed drinks. 

Earlier, a local man who 
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Alexander West listens to opening statements during his trial in Warren County Court in 
Queensbury. The trial continues at 10 a.m. Tuesday. 

gave a car ride to West and 
his friends in the hours 
after the crash testified 
that his passengers were 
subdued. 

"They were acting off," 
Kyle Schoonover testified. 

Schoonover, whose 
roommate knew West 
from a local hotel, said he 
drove West and Matthew 
Marry, Kristine Tiger and 
Cara Mia Canale to a place 
in Kingsbury. 

"I had this uncomfort
able feeling the whole ride 
that something was going 
on," he told jurors. 

Hours earlier, Tiger, 
Canale, and Marry had 

'' I remember I 
fell to my knees .• , I 
remember saying, 'I'm 
hurt, I'm hurt." I was 
In shock. I remember 
being frozen there 
for a while, I couldn't 
really move. I didn't 
really know how badly 
hurt I was, if I could 
move, if anyone else 
was hurt.ft 

Courtney McCue 

been riding in West's boat. 
Schoonover said he 

thought West and others 
were intoxicated because 
ofthe"overallmood of the 
car" and disclosure that 
they had been at Log Bay 
Day. 

Schoonover said he did 
not know about the boat 
crash when he gave the 
four a ride, learning about 
it hours later from his 
roommate's father. 

The trial continues at 10 
a.m. Tuesday. 
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FREE EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR FROM 

ST. PETER'S HEALTH PARTNERS 

Atrial Fibrillation 

Patient Education Day 

Saturday, May 6, 2017 

8:30tol1 am 
Albany Marriott 

189 Wolf Road, Albany 

Are you living with atrial fibrillation? 

Atrial fiillation is a rapid fluttering or 

quivering of the heart and it affects about 

2.3 million Americans. 

Patient education day will focus on: 

1. Atrial fibrillation and its associated risks of 

stroke and heart failure 

2. Antcoagulant therapies and procedures to 

prevent stroke 

3. Available treatments to address symptoms  

A connental breakfast will be served. 
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