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LONG ISLAND

CORRECTIONS

THIS DATE IN HISTORY

Newsday strives for the highest
level of accuracy and fairness and
is committed to promptly correct-
ingerrors.Readers canreport prob-
lems or concerns about content in
the paper or on Newsday.com by
visiting newsday.com/corrections,
calling 631-843-2700 or writing to
235 Pinelawn Rd., Melville, NY
11747, Attention: Corrections.

NORTHPORT-
EAST NORTHPORT

School alert over stranger
The Northport-East North-

port school district said it has
warned parents and guardians
of a “stranger danger” en-
counter that occurred Wednes-
day afternoon.

“We were informed that the
driver of a black four-door Kia
engaged in a conversation with
a parent and three students
who were walking on Larkfield
Road, just south of Pulaski
Road,” district security consul-
tant Leonard Devlin wrote in a
message Thursday.

“The male driver asked the
parent several questions that
made the parent and students
feel uncomfortable,” the mes-
sage said. “The nature of the
questions were related to where
they live and if they wanted to
get closer to the car.”

Suffolk County police said the
group walked away and the man
drove east.

The school district said par-
ents concerned about any simi-
lar situation should call 911 or
the school district security of-
fice at 631-486-7037.

—WILLIAMMURPHY

LEVITTOWN

Guilty in fatal dog beating
A Levittown man pleaded

guilty yesterday to beating his
11-year-old German shepherd
with a shovel and causing in-
juries so extensive that the
dog had to be euthanized, at-
torneys said.

Michael Gallagher, 57, admit-
ted that he put a zip tie
around the neck of his dog,
Bella, District Attorney Made-
line Singas said.

Gallagher then put her in a
black plastic bag and beat the
dog with a metal shovel.

Gallagher pleaded guilty in
County Court in Mineola to a
felony charge of aggravated cru-
elty to animals, Singas and de-
fense attorney Lawrence Carra
of Mineola said.

Carra and an aide to Singas
said acting Justice Teresa Corri-
gan indicated she will impose a
sentence of 4 months in the
county jail, followed by 5 years’
probation.

Singas said the beating last
Dec. 23 did not kill the dog.

When Gallagher’s wife ar-
rived home, she cut the zip tie
from the dog’s neck and rushed
her to an animal hospital, Sin-
gas said.

The veterinarian determined
that the injuries were fatal, and
euthanized the dog to prevent
further suffering, Singas said.

—WILLIAMMURPHY

CRIME
&courts

JOHNASBURYBY
john.asbury@newsday.com

A Hempstead Town highway
worker has filed a multimillion-
dollar federal lawsuit against
the town, claiming she was
passed over for promotions and
was retaliated against when she
complained.

Debra Fee, 53, of Wantagh
filed her case Thursday in fed-
eral District Court in Central
Islip against the Town of Hemp-
stead, the town’s highway de-
partment and three town high-
way officials: Commissioner
Thomas Toscano, highway

maintenance crew chief Anto-
nio Fanizzi and storeyard crew
chief Christopher Foley. The
suit seeks at least $18 million in
damages.

The suit alleges the defen-
dants violated the federal Equal
Pay and Civil Rights acts by re-
taliating against Fee, an 11-year
employee in the highway de-
partment, after she had sought
a promotion and filed com-
plaints that she was doing the
work of a manager without ade-
quate pay or an appropriate
title.

Hempstead Town
spokesman Mike Deery said
yesterday the town had not yet
received a copy of the suit, and
added that the town does not
generally comment on pending
litigation.

In her suit, Fee argues that
several men were granted full-
time status ahead of her, some-

times with less than one year of
experience.

She also said the town had as-
signed her to manage the
Franklin Square stockroom in
2012 but did not promote her to
manager, the lawsuit states.

Fee requested a promotion
in September 2016, according
to the lawsuit, but she said in
an interview yesterday that
Toscano told her she would
be assigned to the road crew
if she didn’t withdraw her re-
quest.

After she refused, she was
transferred to road duty and as-
signed to perform manual
labor, such as picking up trash
on the side of the road, accord-
ing to the lawsuit. She has
worked in that position for the
past year.

“I’m the only woman in the
highway department. Men have
been promoted, but I’m the

only woman on a road crew,”
Fee said in the interview at the
Hempstead office of her attor-
ney, Frederick Brewington.
“They feel someone can do a
better job than me, but they
have people in there who don’t
know half of what I know.”

She said in the lawsuit that
she has continued to experi-
ence harassment and retalia-
tion in the workplace.

Fee alleges in her lawsuit that
the town had a history of dis-
criminating against other fe-
male employees in the town,
and she said the reassignment
was to “teach her a lesson and
to silence her speech.”

“Thus, the town has estab-
lished a pattern and practice of
promoting male employees
rather than female employees
unless forced to do so by some
outside authority,” her com-
plaint stated.

1857 The song “Jingle Bells”
by James Pierpont was
copyrighted under its original
title, “One Horse Open
Sleigh.” (The song, while
considered a Christmastime
classic, was actually written
for Thanksgiving.)
1908 General Motors was
founded in Flint, Michigan, by
William C. Durant.
1919 The American Legion
received a national charter
from Congress.
1967 The TV series “Man-
nix,” starring Mike Connors
as a private investigator,
premiered on CBS.
1994 A federal jury in An-
chorage, Alaska, ordered
Exxon Corp. to pay $5 billion
in punitive damages for the
1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill
(the Supreme Court later
reduced that amount to
$507.5 million).
2007 O.J. Simpson was
arrested in the armed
robbery of sports
memorabilia collectors in Las
Vegas. (Simpson was later
convicted of kidnapping and
armed robbery and is to be
released on parole next
month.)
2016 Three-time Pulitzer
Prize-winning playwright
Edward Albee, 88, died in
Montauk.

] Hempstead Town nixed
promotions, woman says

] Highways worker says
complaints led to retaliation

Sunny side up

Conor Williams of Babylon defies gravity during a
workout yesterday at Venetian Shores Park, Lindenhurst.
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$18M suit claims bias
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