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A 58-year-old man, res-
cued from the basement
by firefighters after a fire
“fully engulfed” aMassape-
qua Park home on Tuesday
afternoon, was taken to a
hospital in critical condi-
tion, Nassau police said.
Two other residents, suf-

fering from smoke inhala-
tion, also had to be taken to
hospitals, andone firefighter
was treated at the site for ex-
haustion, police said in a
statementWednesday.
Noneof the victims’ iden-

titieswere releasedas the in-
vestigation continues.
Massapequa firefighters

responded to the fire on
Eastlake Avenue at 4:36
p.m., said Nassau County
Chief Fire Marshal Michael
Uttaro. The fire was under
control in an hour, he said.

— JOAN GRALLA
ANDKELDYORTIZ

Kyle Grant, left, attorney Frederick K. Brewington, and Christine Flanagan at Brewington’s office.
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Five former Suffolk County
Girl Scouts employees filed a
$35 million whistleblower law-
suit against the Girl Scouts of
Suffolk County, claiming retali-
ation, wrongful termination
and human rights violations
by the organization’s board of
directors and the former chief
executive.
The five former employees,

Russell Thompson, Sarah Mof-
fatt, Kyle Grant, Thomas Flana-
gan and Christine Flanagan,
filed the federal lawsuit Tues-
day in the Eastern District of
New York in Central Islip
against the Girl Scouts and nine
employees, including former
CEO Pamela Mastrota.
The employees allege Mas-

trota targeted and cut by 40%
the salary of Kyle Grant, the
only African American director
at the Girl Scouts, according to
their Hempstead attorney, Fred-
erick K. Brewington, and that
their salaries were reduced for
defending Grant before they
were all fired June 22.
The former employees gath-

ered at Brewington’s Hemp-
stead office Wednesday morn-
ing to announce the lawsuit.
“All is not cookies and green

at the Girl Scouts of Suffolk
County,” Brewington said. “The
way they were abused, the Girl
Scouts should be ashamed of

themselves. They tout them-
selves as an organization that
teaches character and treating
people fairly with equity and
justice. There was nothing just
or fair the way these individu-
als were treated when they
were terminated summarily.”
The whistleblower com-

plaint filed with the Girl Scouts
Board in July 2020 lists a series
of allegations including discrim-
ination, intimidation and retali-
ation by management.
Mastrota, who served as

CEO for about six months, did
not return telephone and email
messages seeking comment
Wednesday.

The Commack-based Girl
Scouts issued a statement in re-
sponse to the lawsuit.
“The Girl Scout Council of

Suffolk County has worked
tirelessly to develop leader-
ship skills, confidence and
character, serving more than
10,000 young women across a
diverse Suffolk County, and to
promote equality and respect
for all,” the statement said.
“While we will not comment
on pending litigation, which
will be addressed in court, our
Board and Executive Leader-
ship team are dedicated to en-
suring a respectful, diverse
and collaborative working en-

vironment for all so that we
continue to meet our mission.”
The complaint centers

around Mastrota after she took
over as CEO in April 2020 fol-
lowing the retirement of for-
mer CEO Yvonne Grant.
The lawsuit alleges that a

week after joining the Girl
Scouts, Mastrota targeted Kyle
Grant, who is Yvonne Grant’s
son. He worked for the Girl
Scouts for 17 years,most recently
as director of technology.
“I feel betrayed and now I’m

ashamed of the organization I
grew up and came to love,”
Kyle Grant said at Brewington’s
office.

1813British troops burned
Buffalo, NewYork, during
theWar of 1812.
1853 TheUnited States and
Mexico signed a treaty
underwhich the United
States agreed to buy some
45,000 squaremiles of land
fromMexico for $10million
in a deal known as the
Gadsden Purchase.
1860 Ten days after South
Carolina seceded from the
Union, the statemilitia
seized the United States
Arsenal in Charleston.
1903About 600 people
diedwhen fire broke out at
the recently opened Iroquois
Theater in Chicago.
1922Vladimir Lenin pro-
claimed the establishment
of the Union of Soviet Social-
ist Republics, which lasted
nearly seven decades before
dissolving in December 1991.
1954Olympic goldmedal
runnerMalvin G.Whitfield
became the first Black
recipient of the James E.
Sullivan Award for amateur
athletes.
1972 TheUnited States
halted its heavy bombing of
North Vietnam.

Officials: Man critical inmassive house fire
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Fiveex-workers
allege retaliation,
wrongful firing

LONG ISLAND

Scene of the Massapequa
Park fire. � Video:
newsday.com/longisland PA
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