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A group of Latino residents
and advocacy groups is suing
Islip Town, claiming the system
of electing the town board pre-
vented Latinos from having
equal representation in Town
Hall.

The town’s at-large elections
— in which candidates are cho-
sen townwide by majority vote
and do not represent council
districts — have allowed the
town’s white majority to elect
its candidates over those of the
minority Latino community, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

The election system violates
the Voting Rights Act and per-
petuates neglect of Latino com-
munities, including Brentwood
and Central Islip, according to

the suit, which seeks to create
council districts.

“Lacking any representation
on the Town Board, members of
the Town’s Latino community
have been demoted to second-
class citizens,” said the suit.

Town voters rejected a ballot
measure to create council dis-
tricts in 2006 after several peti-
tions for a referendum were
blocked over a decade.

Town board members de-
clined to comment Tuesday af-
ternoon, with Supervisor Angie
Carpenter saying she hadn’t had
an opportunity to review the law-
suit.

The town board has never
had a Latino member. All five
current town board members
are white in a town where
about 25 percent of the popula-
tion is Hispanic or black.

The lawsuit was filed in fed-
eral district court in Brooklyn
on Monday by Brentwood resi-
dents Ana Flores, her father,
René Flores, María Magdalena
Hernández and Magali Roman,
and advocacy groups Make the
Road New York and New York
Communities for Change. De-
fendants include the Islip Town
Board and the Suffolk County
Board of Elections.

Ana Flores, 21, said her com-
munity was “underfunded, un-
derserved.”

“I feel like there’s a lot of ha-
tred,” said Flores, who will begin
a master’s program in social
work at New York University in
the fall. “We kind of lost hope in
our government, and, at some
point, some of us even fear it.”

Town officials have largely ig-
nored the concerns of residents

in majority-Latino areas, from
quality-of-life issues such as
potholes needing fixing to the
violence of the MS-13 gang, ac-
cording to the suit. Town ser-
vices such as street cleaning
and trash pickup are provided
more frequently in more white
and affluent areas, the suit said.

The community’s neglect
was especially apparent when
40,000 tons of contaminated de-
bris were dumped at Roberto
Clemente Park in Brentwood in
2013 and 2014, the suit said.
Two town parks officials were
convicted for their roles in the
illegal dumping, as were three
other men.

It took three years to clean
up and reopen the park, and the
pool is still under construction
despite an estimated reopening
for summer 2018.

“We were reminded once
again through that incident of
the deep bias and discontent and
lack of accountability for the
Town of Islip board to the major-
ity-Latino population in Brent-
wood, Central Islip and North
Bay Shore,” said Walter Barrien-
tos, Make the Road’s organizing
director for Long Island.

Board of Elections clerk Mary
Lou said she did not know about
the lawsuit because “we have not
been served with anything.”

The only Long Island towns
with council districts are Hemp-
stead, North Hempstead and
Brookhaven, according to both
the Nassau and Suffolk Board of
Elections.

About 40 people marched
and chanted, “Islip is for all;
our vote counts,” during a rally
outside Town Hall on Tuesday.

Suit says Islip Town’s voting
system leaves out Latinos

TOP STORIES

The Associated Press

China on Tuesday threatened
“comprehensive measures” in re-
sponse to a new tariff hike by
President Donald Trump, raising
the possibility Beijing might tar-
get U.S. companies’ operations.

Trump’s announcement fu-
eled fears that economic losses,
limited so far to companies hit
by U.S. or Chinese tariff hikes,
might spread if the dispute chills
global trade.

Global stocks fell after
Trump’s announcement. China’s
market benchmark dropped 3.8
percent while Hong Kong’s lost
2.8 percent. In Europe, Ger-
many’s main index fell 1.2 per-
cent and France’s fell 1.1 percent.

The Commerce Ministry criti-
cized Trump’s order for new tar-
iffs on $200 billion of Chinese
goods, issued late Monday, as
blackmail. In a forceful state-
ment, it said Beijing was ready to
“defend the interests of the Chi-
nese people and enterprises.”

If the tariff hike goes ahead,
“China will have to adopt com-
prehensive measures that com-
bine quantity and quality,” the
statement said.

It gave no details, but China’s
lopsided trade balance with the
United States means Beijing
doesn’t import enough Ameri-
can goods to stick with its strat-
egy of matching the scale of
Trump’s tariff increases.

China responded to the U.S.

announcement Friday of a 25 per-
cent tariff on $34 billion of Chi-
nese goods by imposing an iden-
tical charge on the same amount
of American goods. But China’s
imports from the U.S. last year to-
taled $153.9 billion. That would
leave about $120 billion available
for a tariff hike, falling short of
Trump’s $200 billion target.

The mention of “comprehen-
sive measures” suggests Beijing
might go beyond tariffs, said Jake
Parker, vice president for China
operations of the U.S.-China
Business Council. He asked
whether that might include de-
laying or denying licenses re-
quired by U.S. companies.

China’s heavily-regulated
economy also gives officials the

option of tying up companies
with tax, anti-monopoly or other
investigations.

The dispute is part of broader
U.S. complaints about global
trading conditions that have
prompted Trump to raise duties
on steel, aluminum, washing ma-
chines or solar panels from
Canada, Europe, Japan and
South Korea.

Economists warn Washing-
ton might be undercutting its
negotiating position by alienat-
ing potential allies.

Tariff hikes imposed so far by
Trump affect a total of $109 bil-
lion of imports, according to
Morgan Stanley. It said with retal-
iatory tariffs imposed by Ameri-
can trading partners added in,

the total rises to $181 billion, or 1
percent of global trade.

The risks of “a more meaning-
ful impact on global trade and
growth have increased,” Morgan
Stanley economists said in a re-
port.

The United States and China
have the world’s biggest trading
relationship, but official ties are
increasingly strained over com-
plaints Beijing’s technology de-
velopment tactics hurt Ameri-
can companies.

Beijing hasoffered to narrowits
politically-volatile trade surplus
with the United States but has re-
sisted changing development
plans its leaders see as a path to
prosperity and restoring China’s
rightful role as a global leader.

China warns retaliation for U.S. tariff threat

Lawsuit:
No place
on board

Attorney Fred Brewington at rally demanding greater representation for Latinos in Islip Town Tuesday.
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