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A county plan on policing reform had been filed with the Nassau Legislature on Tuesday.

Activists offer
alternative on
Nassau policing
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Members of community
groups who had been collaborat-
ing with Nassau County to re-
form its police department on
Thursday released their own pro-
posal, called “The People’s Plan,”
with recommendations to
change county police practices.

A 310-page document in-
cludes 12 major areas for re-
form, including the county po-
lice department’s handling of
mental health crises, civilian
and internal complaints, traffic
stops and search warrants.

It also calls for creation of a
county Office of Police Inspec-
tor General as well as more
anti-bias training and mental
health checks for officers.

Frederick Brewington, a civil
rights attorney and one of the
authors, called the plan “a
thoughtful, detailed approach
to police reform.”

“This is how the governor had
envisioned it [reforms] would
happen — not from the top
down but from a broad base in
the community on how we want
to be able to interact with our po-
lice,” Brewington said.

After the death of George
Floyd in police custody in Minne-
apolis in May, Gov. Andrew M.

Cuomo issued an executive
order asking each police agency
in the state to evaluate practices
including use of force, crowd
management, bias training and
response to citizen complaints,
or risk the loss of state funds.

The order requires each
agency to submit proof they’ve
modernized their policies.
County and town lawmakers
must approve the plans, and
the municipalities must submit
their plans by April 1.

On Tuesday, Nassau County
Executive Laura Curran and Po-

lice Commissioner Patrick
Ryder filed a 395-page reform
plan with the county legislature.

The administration’s plan in-
cludes detailed proposals for im-
proving collection of racial and
ethnic data from motorist traffic
stops and implementing a body
camera program for county po-
lice.

It also contains initiatives to
diversify county police ranks
and boost outreach to minority
communities.

In letters to community advo-
cates and county legislators,

Curran, a Democrat, described
her her plan as a draft and said
the administration was waiting
to consider The People’s Plan.

On Thursday, Curran spokes-
man Michael Fricchione said the
community advocates’ “presenta-
tion was thoughtful and passion-
ate. Clearly, these advocates for
reform spent a lot of time on
their plan. We need to review it
thoroughly and give it full consid-
eration. We believe at the end of
this process many of our reforms
will align.”

Tracey Edwards, NAACP

Long Island regional director,
said she believed the plan the
Curran administration submit-
ted “goes to show how much
we still have to do to achieve
real structural reform.”

“I call on the legislators to
step up and work with the
community so we can truly
achieve police reform that is
going to help all communi-
ties,” Edwards said.

Brewington and Edwards
were among about two dozen ad-
vocates who resigned from a
community panel appointed by
the Curran administration to
work with the police department
on reform plans to submit to the
state. The advocates said they
were frustrated the administra-
tion was not addressing their
ideas.

They also complained that
an initial version of Curran’s re-
form proposal was discussed in
a legislative hearing on Jan. 7
before the community groups
got the chance to review it.

Another legislative hearing
on police reform is scheduled
for Wednesday in Mineola.

“We want to hear from all of
the parties interested in police
reform,” said Legis. Denise
Ford (D-Long Beach), public
safety committee chairwoman.

The People’s Plan was written
by representatives of three
major advocacy groups: Long Is-
land Advocates for Police Ac-
countability; Long Island United
to Transform Policing and Com-
munity Safety; and United for
Justice in Policing Long Island.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden and congressional
Democrats proposed a major im-
migration overhaul Thursday
that would offer an eight-year
pathway to citizenship to the esti-
mated 11 million people living in
the United States illegally.

The legislation reflects the
broad priorities for immigra-
tion changes that Biden laid out
on his first day in office, includ-
ing an increase in visas, more
money to process asylum appli-
cations and new technology at
the southern border.

It would be a sharp reversal of
Trump administration policies,
and parts are likely to face oppo-
sition from a number of Republi-
cans. Biden has acknowledged
he might accept a more-piece-
meal approach if separate major
elements could be approved.

“We have an economic and
moral imperative to pass big,
bold and inclusive immigration
reform,” said New Jersey Demo-
cratic Sen. Bob Menendez, one

of the lead sponsors of the bill,
in unveiling it Thursday.

Menendez said Democrats
have failed in the past because
they have too quickly given in
“to fringe voices who have re-
fused to accept the humanity
and contributions of immi-
grants to our country and dis-
miss everything, no matter how
significant it is in terms of the
national security, as amnesty.”

Separately, enforcement
guidelines released Thursday
by the new administration
would target immigration en-
forcement more directly at peo-
ple in the country illegally who

pose a threat. That, too, would
be a reversal from the broader
targeting policy of Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
under Trump.

The major immigration over-
haul legislation would offer one
of the fastest pathways to citizen-
ship of any proposed measure in
recent years, but it would do so
without offering any enhanced
border security, which past immi-
gration negotiations have used
as a way to win Republican
votes. Without enhanced secu-
rity, it faces tough odds in a
closely divided Congress.

Menendez said he had been

speaking to Republican col-
leagues in an effort toward
“putting the pieces of a puzzle to-
gether” on a bill that would re-
ceive enough votes to pass. He
acknowledged the final product
is likely to change significantly.

The bill Democrats intro-
duced Thursday would immedi-
ately provide green cards to
farmworkers, immigrants with
temporary protected status and
young people who arrived in
the United States illegally as
children. For others living in
the country as of Jan. 1, the plan
establishes a five-year path to
temporary legal status.
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