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State finds probable cause in
Oceanside harassment case
BY JESSE COBURN

New York State has found
probable cause to believe that an
Oceanside sanitation district discriminated against three employees who alleged a commissioner
sexually harassed one of them
and the district board fired the
others for supporting her.
The New York State Division
of Human Rights released the
findings in August and September following investigations into
the staffers’ complaints against
Hempstead Town’s Sanitary District No. 7, an independent municipal agency that collects trash
in Oceanside, state records show.
Frederick Brewington, the employees’ attorney, said his clients
are now preparing to file suit in
federal court against the district
and its commissioners for alleged violations of federal and
state employment and civil
rights law. He declined to say
what damages or remedies his
clients may seek.
Brewington praised the outcome of the state probes.
“What is disturbing about
these events is not just the continuing harassment that our
clients have had to endure, but
the complicity of the other Commissioners, who were aware of
the behavior of one of their own,
but did nothing to stop it,” he
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Daniel Faust, Douglas Hernandez and Jacqueline Urli at a news conference in February.
said in a statement.
District commissioners did
not respond to a request for
comment.
In her complaint, Jacqueline
Urli, a secretary in the district,
said commissioners created a
“hostile, toxic” work environment in which sexual harassment went unchecked.
Urli alleged that Commissioner Matthew S. Horowitz, in
particular, displayed “revolting,
creepy and disturbing” behavior
toward her beginning in August
2018, including unwanted touching, suggesting that they “have a

three-way” with another district
employee and commenting on
her appearance, according to the
complaint.
The state report on Urli’s complaint says the “respondents vehemently deny these allegations.”
Urli, who still works for the
district, filed a written complaint
in November 2018 to Daniel
Faust, then the district’s general
supervisor, who presented the
complaint to the board, Faust
said earlier this year.
Around nine days later, the
board fired Faust and district
treasurer Douglas Hernandez at

a public meeting without explanation, Faust and Hernandez
said earlier this year. Both had offered to serve as witnesses to
Urli’s allegations, they said.
Urli said the commissioners
also took away some of her duties after she filed her complaint, which she described as
retaliatory.
Her complaint accused the respondents of discrimination, sexual harassment, creating a hostile
work environment and retaliatory employment practices
under the state Human Rights
Law and the U.S. Civil Rights Act.

Police probe Massapequa Park house shooting
BY NICOLE FULLER

Nassau County police are investigating an apparent driveby shooting in Massapequa
Park in which multiple shots
were fired into a home where
residents were sleeping, police
said Monday.
No one was injured in the
shooting, which occurred about
1:26 a.m. Monday at a home on
Glengariff Road, police said.
More than a dozen shots were
fired, police said.
“We do not believe that that
house was purposely targeted,”
said Det. Vincent Garcia, a department spokesman. “It appears that a car might have
stopped in front of the house and
directed fire towards the house.”
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Gunshots struck a home on Glengariff Road in Massapequa Park.
But when asked if police believe someone other than the
home’s occupants were targeted
by the gunfire, Garcia said it’s

“part of the investigation.”
Investigators found multiple
bullet shell casings and damage
to the home. Garcia said detec-

tives are reviewing that evidence,
as well as video surveillance.
Massapequa Park Mayor Jeffrey Pravato on Monday afternoon, attempted to allay residents’ concerns, saying that the
community is safe. Pravato said
he learned of the shooting about
6 a.m. and spoke soon thereafter
with Police Comissioner Patrick
Ryder, who said there would be
additional patrols in the area.
“He assured us that the police
will do everything they possible
can and there will be stepped up
patrols,” said Pravato.
Garcia urged anyone who
may have witnessed the shooting, has video of it or any information, to contact Nassau
County Crime Stoppers at
800-244-TIPS or the Seventh
Squad at 516-573-6753.
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CORRECTIONS

Bonnie Westrich was secretary to Brother David
Migliorino, principal of St.
Anthony’s High School in
South Huntington, when
he was principal at Notre
Dame Regional School in
Cape Girardeau, Missouri.
Her name was misspelled
in a story Sunday’s LI Life.
Rep. Lee Zeldin (RShirley) last week participated in a Republican
news conference criticizing how House Intelligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff (DCalif.) handled the panel’s
portion of the impeachment inquiry, but did not
take part in a protest by
GOP House members who
stormed a closed-door
committee meeting. A
story on Oct. 24 misstated
Zeldin’s involvement.
THIS DATE IN HISTORY

1901 President William
McKinley’s assassin, Leon
Czolgosz, was electrocuted.
1929 “Black Tuesday” descended upon the New York
Stock Exchange. Prices
collapsed amid panic selling
and thousands of investors
were wiped out as America’s
“Great Depression” began.
2012 Superstorm Sandy
slammed ashore in New
Jersey and slowly marched
inland, devastating coastal
communities and causing
widespread power outages;
the storm and its aftermath
were blamed for at least
182 deaths in the United
States.

