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A Lakeview teen, who went on to be-
come the president of the Malverne
High School student organization, cap-.
tain of the school football team and an
All-Nassau County middle linebacker,
has been awarded $45,000 by a feder-
al jury that found his civil rights had.
been violated by two police officers
who arrested him four years ago when
he was 15 years old.

The jury at the federal courthouse
in Hauppauge found late Monday that
the two police officers had falsely ar-
rested Aden Smith, who is black, and
had failed to intervene to stop each
other from committing the false ar-
rest, according to Smith’s attorney,
Fred Brewington of Hempstead. The
jury of four men and three women
— all white except for one Hispanic
woman — ruled for Smith after a
two-week trial ahd 14 hours of delib-
eration.

The jury also found Nassau County
responsible for the two charges, but ac-
quitted the two officers, dJohn
Wighaus and Nicholas Squicciarini, of two other
charges, use of excessive force and abuse of process,
in effect, rigging the arrest by lying about its circum-
stances. The jury also acquitted of all charges a third
defendant, Sgt. Peter Donohue, who arrived at the
tail end of the incident.

Smith, now 19 and a freshman on the football
team at State University at Stony Brook, said in an
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A lury_t_pnnd that phﬂce falsely arrested Smith and violated his civil rights.

interview that he now does not bear any ill will to-
ward the officers but at the time of the incident, “I
felt like I was non-human,” and had to go to a psychi-
atrist for several months to deal with recurring
nightmares and sleeplessness.

B said the incident. was “every black
mother on Long Island’s worst fear — an outstand-
ing child who has never been in trouble with the law
being mistreated by police.”

- misunderstanding. Apparently, Mr. Smith did not

"bad. I'm just

The attorn
-James Keefe of Garden City, said, “These are three
excellent officers who got involved in an unfortunate

-understand that thz;vere looking for a robber who
.looked like he did.” Keefe said the county was consid-

. ering an appeal but had not made a decision.
Testimony by Smith and several people who sup-.

orted his account said that Smith was bicycling

om his house to a nearby playground to play bas- -

ketball when he was accosted by the two officers
who were in plainclothes and failed to identify
themselves. .

Smith said one of the officers knocked his wallet

- out of his hand when he tried to show them his high

school identification, threw him agai Li .
then kneed and . ed him. S ce car.
A crowd ga , including Smith’s father,

. ankﬁwhom the police curséd and threatened to ar-
rest when he tried to intervene, Brewington said.-

- The police denied the account and said it was
Smith who cursed them, defense attorney Keefe

said. ;
Brewington then said the police charged Smith
with attempted assault — “a on conviction of

which he could have ruined his life,” Brewington
said. The charge was eventually dropped. _

A source familiar with the j deliberations said
that while Smith had asked for as much as several

- hundred thousand dollars in dmm%;e:, the jury only

A Tl M e hie S e
serious injuries ‘hi ogical trau-
‘ma lastepd only several months. P _ .-

“Today, I don’t have terror toward cops. I'm older
and more to er now and don’t think all cops are
, \ ppy that a step was taken to help pre-
vent police acting like that in the future,”
Smith said of the verdict.

for the county and the officers,.
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