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It's Love and Hate

3lacks in Southold Angered at Rezoning

. By JOHN RATHER

HE liny hamlet on the south-
erm edge of the Svuthold
Town dump in Culchogue
has endured much over the
Ars, %
Fime and again, windblown trash
s litered lawna and festooned
2e8 with plastic bags. The well wa-
r iS unfit to drink and tints clothes
dlow. When Lthe (own began cap-
ng the dump 1agt year, airhnrne
hris abated but houses [looded.
lors still flll the alr, ‘Trucks and
avy cquipment ralsc n din.

Now, for some among the handful
remaining residents in the small
rican-American omununity
ound Tithill Lanc, sctticd in the
20's when it was the onty place in
itchogue where blacks could buy
W, @ Iong hahit of quict forbeue-
ce is ending.

Viola Cross, 76, a retired nurse
10 bought land and moved into the
Ighborhood in the eutly 1980's, said
@ was grateful for what she had.
dnybe some poople don’t think it's
uch, but it'x home,’" she said, “Tt's
in¢ und it’y paid for.”

But Mrs. Cross said what she and
me ol ber lwo Juzen nelghbors
uld not obide was a change the
»n made that rezoned the neigh-
rhood from residential and agri-
Itural to light industrial, a clagsifi-
tion they sald spelled doom for the
ly area in the town where they
uld nfford to live.

The rezoning was in 1989 but Mrs.
sy ¥aid the community learned of
> chunge only recently, when u
b swimming ool compnny ap-
ed 1o tho town to bulld a ware-
use in an area behind the First
wtist Church of Cutchogue, the
ighborhoad's centerplece.

' How could they chenge the zontng
thout even fetting pevple know?”
rs. Cross said. “Why wauld thoy
t it in thig neighharhoud?™
Racked by the town’s anti-hins
ik force, Mrs. Crosx, o task force
aaber, ds asking the town to re-
ind the zoning change. Abuut 300
sldenls, maost of (e white, have
el @ petition supporting the ro-
est.

Wieg

Turnne,

Joghua Y. Horton, the town: super-
visor, said he had asked two town
hosrd members, Thomas Wickham
and Craig Richter, to meet with Mrs.
Cross and other res|dents.

“The residents have a valid con-
cern abuuy. Ihe intrusion vl industrial
uses inlo their neighberhood.”” Mr.
Hortun said. ""For the town to knaw-
igly invite industry into'a rvesiden-
tial area iy uncunscivnable.

“Qulie feankly, it has been one of
the few afforduble places for people

Ir- Niregnun for New York Times
Tiny Murtin, left, with her daugh-
ter . Anne-Marie and two of her
daughter’'s friends, Tannitia Jo-
seph and Yolonda Aviles. Ms.
Martiti’'s neighborhood was rc-
#oned from residential to Light in-
dustrial without residents’ imput.

to live in this town. And thig tawn
can’t afford to los¢ any affordable
housing opportunities.”

According to the 2000 census, 3.4
percent of Southold’'s 20,589 resi.
dents, or sbout 700 people, listed
their heritage as African-Amertcan,
Most live in the Village uf Greenport.

But Mr, Horlun said it was his
understanding that some resgidents
and property owners favored the
light Industrial 2ontng, which in-
creases property values. The 1988
zoning change was part aof a (own
mauster plun that designated areas
arvund the dump for industrial uses,
one of the fow areas in the town
where such uses are permitted.

The issue svemed clear-cut tn
membery of Lhe anti-biay task force.
Merle Levine of Easl Marion, the
task force vice chatrwornan, said the
wning change was racist and should
be redressed, “The reason we have
an anti-htas task force Is that there iy

ruvism in Southold Town despile the
fact that many people don’t think
there i4,”" M3, Leyine said,

"Ir'] certainly not the nicest place
to lve, that's for sure,’ said Ms.
Levine, referring to the hamiet, ““put
1 would hope that the town board

members would find it in their hearts |

to let this very amall group of people
have their say und have their way.”

Annther task force memher, Ml
chuacl Dumino of Southold, said the
effects of the zoning change had sur-
faced just as the landfill capping and

the urrival of public water improved i

conditions alang Tuthlll Lane,

"This community hos borne u lot,""
Mr. Domino sald. ‘““Now the area has *

been improved, but they uren't going
to get the benefits. They will be
forced out by Induktry and thal's not
fair. The Lown Board needs to do the
vight thing for these people.”

Mr. Wickham, a farmer fawn su-
pervigor fram Cutchogue and vne of
the councilmen who will meet with
the residents, said there were befter
solutions than restoring the (ormer
zoning, a step he said he opposed,

"I do think that it I8 appropriate o
have an industrial zonc in that area,’”
said Mr. Wickham, a memher af »
family that has farmed in Southold
since the 17Lh contury. “It is definite-
ly not an optimum &ile: for housing.''

Mr. Wickham said one solution
would bo to make sure that iIndustyial
uscs werc compatible wilh the pes
maining residences. A scrond
proach, he said, would be tn buy and
demolish the houses and rescutle res-
idunts olsewhere in town. He said
federal financing might assist in the
process,

He said industrial zoning henefited
homeowners in the hamlet. “It great-
ly increases the valve of their prop-
ertier,” he sald,

Mrs. Cross said she had no inwen-
tion of moving. ‘I will not sell, “ she
suid. ‘I am nnt worrled about what
everything is worth.”

“They don't understand,” she said.
""Thig communlily has been here foy
60-0dd years. With Jight industry,
there will be more and more things
coming here. Why should we have to
ga thraugh (his in our old age? 1 don't
mderstand people nol respecting the
rights of athers," | ]



