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State Police and two individu-
al troopers have been ordered
to pay civil rights activist Rob-
ert Zellner $85,000 for injuries

‘he suffered when he was arrest-

edin February 2000 while dem-
onstrating to stop construction
at the Parrish Pond subdivision
near the Shinnecock Reserva-
- tion in Southampton.

Zellner won the court verdict

five years ago, but it was re-

~ versed on appeal to the U.S. Dis- |
ow, the U'S. Court ™

‘trict Court.
of .Appeals for the Second Cir-
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allowing Zellner to collect the

award and legal fees, which-

could be twice that amount.

The ruling clears the way for
another trial where three Shin-
necock Tribe members — Rebec-

ca G. Genia, Herman M. Quinn

and Gordell Wright — are seek-
ing damages because of arrests
from the same series of protests.

State Police could not be

reached for comment.
“This is good news for me,
and good news for the tnbe

Town, éhd had ]oined Wlth some

members of the tribe to protest
the comstruction of I

-homes on what had been con51d-
" ered sacred tribal lands. '

The tribe, supposed to have
been notified about the project
when the application to con-
struct it was first filed with the -
town, did not learn about it until
permits had been approved. A

court ruled that although the

town did not follow its'policy on .

notification, their legal protest to

stop the work came too late.
Zellner, then 60 years old, Was

ettan@nsv@nx § rAgn-: N
drews Road. At the time, he was

“€as 11‘¥mt@tal mef',.

D ohee must pay activist

_ cuit has reversed that decision,

co-chair of the town’s anu-blas

-task force, and had been speak-

ing to a State Police major, tell-
ing him that an injunction to
stop the construction work was
being brought to the site. Based
on testimony at the trial, they
spoke for less than half a minute
before he was arrested.

. The federal court ruled in his
favor, saying that his brief discus-

- sion could not be interpreted as:

interfering. Frederick K. Brew-

~ ington, Zellner’s attorney, said

his court costs through the
lenethy, appeals, Process, yvoplgl

Zellner was awarded. . \



