
Sheriff backed embattled health provider
were “presumptuous.”

Davies wrote that the death
of Brown, 47, of Far Rockaway,
“was entirely unrelated to
Armor’s treatment of him.”

The commission found
Brown died of heart failure
after not getting adequate care
for heart disease, seizure disor-
der and psychiatric problems.

The oversight agency also
blamed jail officials for a lapse
in the supervision of Brown,
whose body was in full rigor
mortis when found — a sign
he’d been dead more than four
hours.

Davies’ letter to the commis-
sion in Gleeson’s case called
the 40-year-old Oceanside
man’s death “a tragedy.”

She said Gleeson “had a rare
form of a deadly disease about
which the medical staff was not
informed by history and which
was masked by the symptoms
of another, much more com-
mon condition.”

The commission found Glee-

son, who had a condition
where swelling can lead to
breathing emergencies, wasn’t
sent to a hospital when he first
needed it, and didn’t get a spe-
cialist referral or a correct diag-
nosis and proper treatment.

Inmates who were on Glee-
son’s jail tier on the night he
died said his throat swelled to
shocking proportions, but
Armor sent him back to his cell
after giving him Benadryl,
Newsday reported last year.

The families of Brown and
Gleeson also have federal law-
suits against the county and
Armor.

State findings in the Gleeson
case became public in October
2015, prompting calls from the
county legislature’s minority
party leader and inmate advo-
cates for Mangano to suspend
Armor’s contract.

Armor’s contract says the
county can end the agreement
for any reason upon 30 days’
written notice and immediately
for “cause.”

But Mangano spokesman

Brian Nevin released a state-
ment after the Brown findings
became public in November
2015 saying the county attor-
ney’s office “opined that the
county cannot cancel the con-
tract without subjecting taxpay-
ers to significant liability as the
allegations have not been sub-
stantiated to date.”

The statement also said offi-
cials had started drafting a re-
quest for proposals to solicit
bids for a new jail medical con-
tract — an RFP they issued in
March.

State’s fifth criticism
In June, the state commission

found the May 2015 death of in-
mate Antonio Marinaccio Jr.,
53, “may have been prevented”
with proper medical treatment
— its fifth criticism of Armor’s
care after a Nassau inmate
death probe.

It also recommended again
that Nassau’s legislature con-
duct an inquiry into Armor.

Marinaccio’s family, who
filed a lawsuit against Armor

and the county, said the Levit-
town man became brain dead
after a heart attack in jail.

The commission found
Armor failed to provide crucial
care and one of its nurses aban-
doned Marinaccio after he
stopped breathing.

But in a May 2016 letter,
Davies said the conclusion
Marinaccio’s death “may have
been prevented” was “presump-
tuous.”

A letter from Sposato said an
attorney for the legislature’s
presiding officer, Republican
Norma Gonsalves, had started
a probe into Armor “some time
ago” and was waiting for the
commission to provide records
in order to proceed.

A Gonsalves spokesman said
the inquiry remains ongoing de-
spite difficulties created by the
commission providing heavily
redacted records — redactions
a commission spokeswoman
said the agency had to make by
law to protect private health in-
formation.

InMarinaccio’s case, the com-

mission’s findings intersected
with the state attorney gen-
eral’s probe of Armor — with
the case report becoming an ex-
hibit in the July lawsuit against
Armor.

Another exhibit in that law-
suit shows Davies said under
questioning from Schneider-
man’s office that Armor didn’t
fully comply with Nassau con-
tract terms involving quality im-
provement programs.

She also said Armor hadn’t
submitted statistics reflecting
monthly performance bench-
marks since the inception of
the company’s contract, accord-
ing to the same court filing.

Records show Davies also
told Schneiderman’s office that
sheriff’s department employees
had said Armor didn’t have to
provide certain reports or infor-
mation.

“Armor has no comment on
matters obtained through legal
filings, but is very focused on
the forthcoming legal proceed-
ing,” a company spokeswoman
said.

SHERIFF from A16

T
he family of Michael
Cullum, the sixth Nas-
sau jail inmate to die
in custody this year,
is seeking a full inves-

tigation of the circumstances
surrounding his death. “If they
gave him his medication like he
should have had, he would be
with us right now,” Cullum’s sis-
ter, Dorothy, of Glen Cove told
Newsday last week.

The family has retained attor-
ney Frederick Brewington of
Hempstead, who in an inter-
view said that denying medica-
tion to Cullum, who had multi-
ple medical issues, amounted
to “torture and a death sen-
tence by neglect.”

Representatives for the
county, jail and Armor Correc-
tional Health Services, Nassau’s
inmate medical care provider,
said last week that they
couldn’t go into detail about
Cullum’s death because of con-
fidentiality issues.

Still, there’s a familiar ring to
the family’s allegation that Cul-
lum did not get medication —
and it’s part of a federal lawsuit
filed against Armor by state At-
torney General Eric T. Schnei-

derman.
There was plentiful news

about Nassau’s jail last week:
] The death of Cullum, who
had been taken to Nassau Uni-
versityMedical Center for treat-
ment.
] A Sunday night melee at the
jail that sent nine correction of-
ficers to the hospital with
bumps and bruises — prompt-
ing Sheriff Michael Sposato to
order the facility locked down
until last Tuesday morning.
] And a threat from Armor to
pull out of its contract early,
with 30 days’ notice — unless
George Maragos, Nassau’s
comptroller, reversed course
and released more than $1 mil-
lion in payments the company
contends it is owed.

On Friday, Maragos released a
partial payment, which, accord-
ing to a spokesman for County
Executive EdwardMangano,was
enough to keep the vendor from
walking, for now.

“After discussions with
Armor this morning regarding
the July payment, we do not
anticipate notice of termina-
tion today,” spokesman Brian
Nevin said. An Armor spokes-
woman wouldn’t comment Fri-
day about whether the com-
pany planned to terminate its
contract.

Still, with so much happen-
ing, it’s fair to ask:

What the heck is going on
in Nassau’s jail?

At some point, between law-
suits by families of four in-
mates who died and investiga-
tions by the state Commission
of Correction, we’ll learn
more.

On the issue of medical care,
the attorney general’s lawsuit,
which Armor has said it in-
tends to vigorously fight, notes
other allegations that inmates
did not get requested medica-
tion or treatment — sometimes
despite repeated requests and,
on a few occasions, because
their files could not be located.

In one affidavit, William
Hine, who was in custody last
year, recounts a conversation
he said he had with a nurse at

the jail. “The nurse asked me
why I brought all of my empty
pill bottles for my prescriptions
and vitamins and later com-
mented, ‘You won’t be getting
all of those here, you will be
lucky to get Motrin.’ ”

Brewington said he had an-
other client who is alleging sim-
ilar treatment.

“There is a level of inhuman-
ity that overshadows all of
this,” Brewington said. “What
has been allowed to happen is
that the quality of care has
been eroded simply because
the individuals are in custody.”

Mangano, in an interview last
week, said he had received noth-
ing from the sheriff indicating
problems with Armor’s perfor-
mance. That’s why the county—
despite requests from Demo-
cratic lawmakers and others —
never exercised its option to end
the contract with 30 days’ notice,
Mangano said.

At some point, however, the
company, which has said it will
not bid on a new contract, will
be gone. But the county, be-
cause of lawsuits, will be deal-
ing with the fallout, likely for
years to come.
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Nassau jail issues mount

Michael Cullum, sixth inmate to
die this year at Nassau jail.
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