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ALBANY FINANCES 

State stalls on report for leaner spending 
Plans are expected for 
budgets without N.Y. aid 

By Amanda Fries 

Albany 

Despite state-contracted ad
visers wrapping things up with 
Albany's finances nearly eight 
months ago, the state budget 
office once again has requested 
more time to release the report 
that's expected to provide a 
glimpse into a leaner city budget. 

The report is likely to lay out 
three years' worth of model 
budgets without state spin-ups 
like the $12.5 million secured to 
fill gaps in the 2016 budget, but 
the state Division of the Budget 
requested another month to 
release the report, completed by 

TRIAL 
'Y CONTINUED FROM C1 

ception played that night. 
Both women testified 

that a white passenger 
on the bus called them 
"ratchet bitches" while 
another told Burwell she's 
''{expletive) ignorant" and 
to "get a job." Burwell said 
she also heard the N-word 
used at least twice as the 
fight broke out. 

Philadelphia-based PFM Group. 
"Additional time is required to 

review the requested records," 
was the response to the Times 
Union's formal request for the 
document stated Monday. "We 
estimate that the (budget) divi
sion will respond to your request 
byMay22, 2017." 

This is the second extension 
the state office has requested 
since the Times Union filed a 
Freedom oflnformation Law 
request on Feb. 21. On Feb. 28, 
the budget office estimated the 
request would be completed by 
April 24, stating officials needed 
more time due to "limited re
sources available" and the "time 
needed to collect and review the 
materials." 

The budget office's Public In
formation Officer Morris Peters 

did not respond to requests for 
comment Tuesday. 

The additional scrutiny into 
the capital city's finances was 
requested following Albany re
ceiving the spin-up - an advance 
on payments the state owes the 
city for Empire State Plaza - last 
year. The money came with the 
caveat of developing a compre
hensive, long-term financial 
plan that doesn't include "special 
state assistance." 

The state hired PFM Group to 
comb through the city's finances 
at a cost of $131,180. 

This year, Mayor Kathy Shee
han secured $12.5 million in new 
state funding- not a spin-up - to 
close a gap in the $177 million 
2017 budget, which she has 
dubbed "Capital City funding." 
In 2016, Sheehan had requested 

"Ask about the feelings, 
assumptions, perceptions, 
fears and stereotypes that 
we all havebutare not al
ways remotely fully aware 
of," Mishler told the jury. 
"And ask yourself how 
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Defense attorney Frederick Brewington, center, argued the 
video footage shows his clients acting in self defense. 

do these implicit biases 
impact what happened on 
the bus and the different 
perceptions of what hap
pened on the bus?" 

attack because of the color 
of their skin? 

permanent funding, but received 
the spin-up instead. 

Sheehan's chief of staff, Brian 
Shea, said securing the new aid 
"demonstrates the state recog
nizes the city has a structural 
deficit,and 
we expect the 
report to dem
onstrate that as 
well." 

"We look 
forward to 
seeing it, but 
we're continu-
ing to move SHEEHAN 

forward with 
our plan for next year and longer 
term planning as well," Shea 
said. "Our expectation is that the 
report will demonstrate what 
we've been saying for a longtime 
-New York's capital city has a 

unique set of challenges." 
AssemblymanJohnMcDon

ald, D-Cohoes, said the state bud
get may have consumed a lot of 
time, andhewasgoingto inquire 
through the Ways and Means 
Committee as to the status. 

"We're all just as interested as 
everybody else. It's kind of inter
esting it hasn't been released," 
he said. "I thought it would be 
released earlier." 

Assemblywoman Pat Fahy, D
Albany, said she spoke to budget 
officials who expect the report to 
be released soon. 

"I still sense they are commit
ted to it, so I am still expecting it 
and anxious to review it as well," 
she said Tuesday. 

Iii- cifries@timesunion.com•51B-
454-5353•@mandy..,fries 

shortly after9 a.m. Tues
day, and are being assisted 
by the State Police Troop G 
Collision Reconstruction 
unit. 

collision call 439-9973. 
The state Depart-

ment of Environmental 
Conservation Police and 
Spill Response Team also 
responded for a minor fuel 
oil spill from the tractor 
trailer. No water sources 

Police are requesting 
that anyone who was in the 
area around the time of the 

Assistant District 
Attorney David Rossi, 
meanwhile, used his clos
ing argument Tuesday 
to shine one last light on 
what he called "indisput
able, objective evidence" 
-the video. 

Key witnesses for the 
prosecution admitted a 
conversation about race 
and differential treatment 
was had on the bus that 
night, and both Agudio 
and Burwell said they 
heard racial slurs and lan
guage. But that argument, 
Rossi said, is like a fencer 
calling police to report a 
guy swinging at him with a 
sword -it doesn't tell the 
whole story. 

they couldn't see who 
threw the first punch. One 
witness, Gabrielle Ca
macho, testified that she 
couldn't be 100 percent 
sure but believed she was 
struck first by Agudio and 
Burwell. Some witnesses 
testified that just before 
the fight broke out, they 
saw Burwell and Agudio 
stand up out of their seats 
and "walk forcefully" 
toward the back of the bus. 
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One teen was killed and another injured in crash on River Road in Selkirk Tuesday morning, 

"Let's take a ride on the 
drunk bus," he told the 
jury, as officers dimmed 
the lights in a courtroom 
packed with spectators. 

In slow motion, com
plete with narration, Rossi 
played the CDTA footage 
from that night, along 
with cellphone videos cap
tured by passengers to the 
jury and asked them to an
swer whether the charges 
his office is pursuing fit 
the crime. 

"Aguiltyverdictin this 
case is not some denial of 
the existence of racial bias 
in our society." he said. 
"It's the acknowledgement 
that there is truth in the 
world. And the truth of 
what actually happened 
in this case is that they're 
guilty of these crimes." 

Agudio and Burwell are 
charged with third-degree 
assault, third-degree 
harassment, and multiple 
counts offalsely reporting 
an incident. Agudio faces 
an additional charge of 
third-degree attempted 
assault and Burwell faces 
an additional count of 
false reporting. 

How could it be false re
porting, defense attorneys 
asked, when their clients 
genuinely and sincerely 
believed they were under 

"They left out, 'Well, we 
were calling them white 
bitches,'" he said. "They 
left out Asha leaped over 
the seat and threw the 
first punch. They left out 
Ariel basically beat the 
pulp out of three girls. 
They left out Ariel basi
cally beat the pulp out of 
a boy. They left out Asha 
leaping out of the seat to 
help Ariel." 

Also not the whole 
truth, Rossi argued, was 
the claim that a white 
passenger called Burwell 
"(expletive) ignorant" 
-a phrase the defense 
referred to often as an 
example of racial bias. 
But Burwell didn't tell 
police that she called the 
passenger "ignorant" first, 
information that would 
have put the statement in 
context, he said. 

"But they didn't want 
it to be in perspective 
because the truth was 
they weren't the victims of 
anything," he said. "They 
were the perpetrators." 

The trial, which began 
April 17, has featured more 
than three dozen witness
es, including 18 passengers 
on the bus that night. 

Many witnesses said 
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Defense attorneys 
attempted Monday to 
get the charges thrown 
out, arguing the prosecu
tion had not established 
enough evidence that their 
clients had committed the 
crimes of which they are 
accused. Thejudge denied 
the motion, and that ques
tion now falls to nine white 
jurors and three black 
jurors to decide. 

Alexis Briggs, a friend 
of the defendants who also 
reported a hate crime that 
night, accepted a plea deal 
last summer in exchange 
for community service 
and a public apology. With 
tears in her eyes, she told 
a judge she "should have 
done more to correct the 
narrative and truthfully 
explain what happened on 
the bus." 
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JOIN US! 

28th Annual Dinner & Auction 

girls 
1l1C. 

Thursday, April 27 5:30pm • Glen Sanders Mansion, Scotia 

Here's Just some of what's up for bid: 

• 4 tickets to Billy Joel@ Madison Square Garden

• The Ultimate PRO Sports Fan Package for 2 WITH 

hotel ANDairtare 

• Saratoga Race Track package • stay-cations

• Family FUN experiences • and SO MUCH MORE!

To RSVP online. visit -

https://glgcr_eJoinme.org/Girlslnc2017DinnerandAuctton 

Walk-Ins Accepted 

To WIN, you gotta B/D ____ to BID you gotta BE THE/lE! 

Guaranteed Lowest r - - - - - - -

Installed Price : Join The Tire Warehouse
Plate ClubOr Your Tire Is •

FR E E : ENJOY these GREAT Benefits! 
1 1. 5% off on In Slock tire purchases 
1 2. S10.00 NY State Inspections 
I 3. $21.95 Oil Changes - most cars 
I 4. Alignments $64.95 • most cars 
.. ______________ ,. 


