


TIMES UNION I ALBANY,NEWYORK AROUND THE REGION D& 

'Then it got really physical' DRUGS 
T CONTINUED FROM D1 

media campaign aimed 
at preventing alcohol and 
drug abuse, said Jennifer 
Vitkus, community edu
cation program director 
at the Addictions Care 
Center of Albany. It will 
include billboards, bus 
wraps and a website. In 
addition, the council will 
bring speakers to area 
schools. 

TRIAL 
"' CONTINUED FROM D1 

had been the victims of a 
hate crime on the bus. 

The Albany County 
District Attorney's office 
is attempting to prove 
at trial - this week and 
next- that Agudio and 
Burwell lied, that they 
themselves were the 
assailants, and that they 
assaulted or attempted 
to assault Camacho and 
Glisson. 

On the fifth day of 
trial Friday, the jury had 
a chance to hear from 
13 college students who 
were on the bus that 
night, Jan. 30, 2016. Some 
details matched up. Some 
didn't. They came, after 
all, from students trying 
to remember- more 
than a year after the fact 
- a chaotic sequence of 
events that occurred on a 
crowded bus when many 
were intoxicated. 

Glisson, the woman 
who had been singing, 
testified Friday she could 
tell the group of black 
girls were getting an
noyed with her when one 
of them offered to make 
her a sandwich if she'd 
"shut up." 

"The next thing I re
member is my friend (Ca-

macho) getting punched 
in the face," she testified. 

She said she pushed her 
friend on the ground and 
placed her body over her, 
and remembers getting 
punched and feeling her 
hairbcing pulled. 

Assistant District At
torney David Rossi shared 
photos of the injuries 
Glisson suffered after the 
fight, including a black 
eye, bruises and a scratch. 
She appeared in one 
photo with a neck brace -
which she said was given 
to her at Albany Medical 
Center after Saint Peter's 
Hospital failed to diag
nose her with whiplash. 

Defense attorneys 
pointed out that Rossi had 
failed to share another 
picture- one ofGlis
son's knuckles covered in 
bruises and scrapes, the 
kind that might be seen 
after hitting or punching 
someone. Glisson said 
she scraped her knuckles 
when pulling Camacho to 
the ground. 

Bianca De Leon re
members trying to calm 
the waters as tensions 
were mounting. 

The 19-year-old UAl
bany student said she was 
seated next to Glisson 
and Camacho, who she 
didn't know before that 
night, when she noticed 

the defendants getting 
annoyed by the drunken 
singing. 

The black passengers 
expressed annoyance, she 
said, that people on the 
bus were yelling at them 
to shut up but not Glisson, 
somethingtheyattrib
uted to their race. 

"I told them it wasn't 
about race," De Leon said. 

Then she heard a guy 
call Agudio a "whale" 
and saw Glisson laugh
which seemed to irritate 
Agudio, she said. It wasn't 
until Camacho's "get a 
job" comment. however, 
that things turned physi
cal, she said. 

"I had stood up be
cause, like, I knew they 
were going for Mary and 
her friend so I didn't want 
them to get to her, so I 
was literally in the way," 
she said. "Then it got 
really physical. Ariel was 

literally jumping, trying 
to jump over a seat to get 
to Mary. She was liter
ally like on top of us like 
swinging." 

A number of other 
students who testified 
Friday said they couldn't 
see who threw the first 
punch. Nobody testified 
that they had witnessed 
any men striking women 
- only women striking 
women, or women grab
bing each other by the 
hair. 

Michael Boshart, 20, 
said he saw one of his 
male friends dump a 
drink on Agudio, but only 
after "be was hit by her." 

Defense lawyers 
pointed out that a num
ber of the students on 
the bus that night had 
participated in underage 
drinking, including one 
student who was arrested 
for using a fake ID. They 

had questioned earlier in 
the week why the district 
attorney's office seemed 
uninterested in any of 
those crimes, but was so 
adamant about charging 
their defendants. 

They also indicated 
during cross-examination 
that a number of students 
on the bus were offered 
reassurance by investiga
tors that "they weren't in 
trouble" when they went 
in for their interviews, 
even though investigators 
couldn't have known at 
that point whether the 
students may have been 
participants in the fight. 

The trial may conclude 
as soon as Monday, when 
the final three witnesses 
are expected to be 
called. 
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Though much atten
tion has been placed on 
the heroin epidemic, the 
group's efforts will be 
aimed primarily at pre
venting abuse of alcohol 
and prescription nar
cotics, said Keith Stack, 
executive director of the 
Addictions Care Cen-
ter. These are "gateway 
drugs" the abuse of which 
can lead to heroin and 
other opioids. 

"The best way of get
ting our arms around 
the heroin epidemic is 
prevention," he said. 
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What is Keratoconus? 
Keratoconus is an eye condition 
in which the typical� round dome
shaped cornea progressively 
thins and weakens, causing the 
development of a cone-like bulge 
and optical irregularity of the cornea. 
This can cause a change in your 
vision and can result in significant 
visual impaim1ent. 

The cornea is responsible for 
focusing most of the light that 

Nom'8J Keratoconus 

comes into the eye. Therefore, abnormalities of the cornea, such as 
keratcx::onus, can have a major impact on how an individual sees the 
world, making simple tasks such as driving a car or reading a book 
very difficult. As Keratoconus progresses, the vision can become so 
decreased that only a corneal transplant can help the vision. 

Symptoms 
Keratoconus typically first appears in individuals who are in their late 
teens or earty twenties, and may progress for 10-20 years, and then slow 
or stabilize. Each eye may be affected differently. In the early stages of 
keratcx::onus, people might experience: 

• Slight blurring of vision 
• Distortion of vision 
• Increased sensitivity to light 

Keratoconus Treatment: A new treatment called corneal 
cross linking is available for patients with Keratoconus. Cross linking can 
stop progression of keratcx::onus and can help patients avoid corneal 
transplant surgery. See your doctor for more info. 

NOMINATE A MOTHER OF THE YEAR! 
Where 1o consult in Capital Region New York: 
Mabel Cheng MD, 3140 Troy Schenectady Rd, Schenectady, NY 12309 
now offers the First and Only FDA-Approved Cross-linking Therapy for 
the Treatment of Progressive Keratcx::onus and Corneal Ectasia following 
Refractive Surgery. 

www.MotheroftheYearAlbany.com 
Nominations must be in by noon on April 24. 
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Come see the 5 Finalists on 
Sunday, May 14 at the Tulip Festival 

Washington Park, Albany 

iU51sEs? AWARDS LUNCHEON
m.1utetionu.-.....com 

FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2017 
HEARST MEDIA CENTER, 645 ALBANY SHAKER RD., ALBANY NY 

12:00pm - 2:00pm 

Registration 11 :30am - 12:00pm I Cost $75 per person 
To register visit TUSaluteToNurses2017.eventbrite.com 
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sponsored by ,c__ EXCELSIOR 
'r'COLLEGE. 




