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Elderly Long Island man says video shows wrongful arrest
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Stacey Sager reports on the allegations of excessive force.

a? By Stacey Sager

Wednesday, February 07, 2018

BALDWIN, Long Island (WABC) -- There allegations of excessive force by police on Long Island after a 72-year-old
veteran filed a lawsuit claiming two officers "pushed him, grab him by his neck, hurled him down four steps and
body slammed him to the ground."

He was arrested for allegedly assaulting the officers, but those charges were dropped. And the incident was caught
on camera.

Robert Besedin is a 72-year-old mechanic and Air Force veteran who says he's always been a law abiding citizen,
but the past year hasn't been easy. Besedin was charged with felony assault against two Nassau police officers, and
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it wasn't until this week that those charges were dismissed.

Now, Besedin is suing the Nassau County Police Department, the Nassau County District Attorney, and the two
officers involved in the incident, which happened on February 7, 2017, outside his Baldwin home.

"If I didn't have the video, nobody would believe me," Besedin said.

At a news conference with his attorney, Frederick Brewington, they described the accusations in sworn statements
made by Nassau police Officers Stephen Beckwith and John Mantovani. The officers had accused Besedin of
resisting arrest, stating that that he "violently flailed his arms, kicked, screamed, and pushed Officer Mantovani
down four steps” after a confrontation on Besedin's front porch.

But Besedin's lawyer says investigators never bothered to check the surveillance video, which shows a much
different story. In the video, you see an officer twist Besedin by his neck and toss him down the stairs. You also see
an officer shove him a second time after he was cuffed. Besedin spent several days in lockup, with 85 percent
hearing loss, because his hearing aids were knocked out.

"These officers lied," Brewington said. "And there's no question they lied."”

It is unclear what brought cops to Besedin's home in the first place. Sources tell Eyewitness News Besedin had
called 911 at least 18 times in the three hours before the incident, shouting obscenities.

"There's a question of how all those calls were made," Brewington said. "We believe that a good number of them

"m

were made accidentally, kind of what we refer to as 'butt calls.

Neither police nor the District Attorney's Office would comment on the pending litigation, but sources do say the
police are conducting an Internal Affairs investigation.

* More Long Island news
* Send us a news tip
* Download the abc7NY app for breaking news alerts

Report a Typo

Related Topics:

police brutality — excessive force assault Baldwin Nassau County

5 snoro JES

(Copyright ©2018 WABC-TV. All Rights Reserved.)

SPONSORED CONTENT


https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&related=ABC7NY&text=Elderly%20Long%20Island%20man%20says%20video%20shows%20wrongful%20arrest&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fabc7ny.com%2F3049013%2F&via=ABC7NY
mailto:?subject=Elderly%20Long%20Island%20man%20says%20video%20shows%20wrongful%20arrest&body=There%20allegations%20of%20excessive%20force%20by%20police%20on%20Long%20Island%20after%20a%2072-year-old%20veteran%20filed%20a%20lawsuit%20claiming%20two%20officers%20%22pushed%20him,%20grab%20him%20by%20his%20neck,%20hurled%20him%20down%20four%20steps%20and%20body%20slammed%20him%20to%20the%20ground.%22%20-%20http://abc7ny.com/3049013/
http://abc7ny.com/tag/police-brutality/
http://abc7ny.com/tag/excessive-force/
http://abc7ny.com/tag/assault/
http://abc7ny.com/place/baldwin/
http://abc7ny.com/place/nassau-county/
http://abc7ny.com/long-island/
http://7ny.tv/submitnewstip
http://abc7ny.com/apps/
mailto:abc7ny@abc.com?Subject=Report%20a%20Typo&body=Elderly%20Long%20Island%20man%20says%20video%20shows%20wrongful%20arrest%0D%0A%0D%0Ahttp://abc7ny.com/elderly-long-island-man-says-video-shows-wrongful-arrest/3049013/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?app_id=273339072832914&kid_directed_site=0&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fabc7ny.com%2Felderly-long-island-man-says-video-shows-wrongful-arrest%2F3049013%2Fhttp%253A%252F%252Fabc7ny.com%252F3049013%252F&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en

-

aint James, New Yor

These Wallet-Friendly, Walkable

Heels Keep Flying Out of Stock
InStyle

$200 Billion Industry

EverQuote

Diet Expert Tells All: "lt's Like
Superfuel For Your Gut Lining"
Gundry MD

FROM AROUND THE WEB

People who switch save an average of $620 on car insurance.
Progressive

[pics] Fascinating Prison Tattoos And What They Actually
Mean Teastart

Think You Could Start a Company Late-In-Life? This Man Did
AARP

Forget Your 401k If You Own A Home (Do This Instead) The

Better Finance

Constant Fatigue Is A Warning Sign — See The Simple Fix

Health Headlines

Meet a Florida Grandma Who Traps Alligators AARP

TOP STORIES

AccuWeather Alert: Winter Storm Warning
Updated 30 mins ago

This
Brilliant Company Is Disrupting a

Take Your Breath Away

Yahoo! Search

Saint James New York: Senior

Living Apartments is Better Than
You Ever Thought Possible

Yahoo! Search

AT v .
93 <94
el Vhhe
RERSCETes

Born Before 19857 New York Will
Pay $355/Month Off Your Mortgage
(You Must Claim It)

Smart Saver Online

MORE FROM ABC7NY

Tim McGraw collapses on stage during Ireland performance
Oakland coffee shop not playing nice with cops

Female teacher accused of having sex with 14-year-old
student in Florida

Florida nurse adopts severely abused twins
Giants, NFL aware of Odell Beckham Jr. video

Nun dies during court proceeding over property battle with LA
Archdiocese, Katy Perry

Recommended by

More snow for NY area as 3rd nor'easter wallops region

Updated 48 mins ago

What you need to know about mass transit during the nor'easter

Updated 51 mins ago


http://abc7ny.com/weather/accuweather-alert-winter-storm-warning/3201279/
http://abc7ny.com/weather/more-snow-for-ny-area-as-3rd-noreaster-wallops-region/3208986/
http://abc7ny.com/traffic/what-you-need-to-know-about-mass-transit-during-the-noreaster/3209939/
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.everlane.com/redirect/outbrain?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=day-heel_instyle_retail_copy&utm_content=$section_name$&utm_term=00da1eea66ae6d07ff7fac84de03108509&redirect_to=http://www.instyle.com/fashion/everlane-day-heels-comfortable&obOrigUrl=true
https://article.everquote.com/?h1=startup&h2=brilliant_company&auuid=8168ac0f-93da-4b71-88c0-69ddab21efba&tid=925&tid=925&subid=205656&dt=dup&creativeid=0010fc14668b0925f58a4f6e0c3fc54d36&utm_medium=$origsrcid$&s1=%24%7Bcity%3Acapitalized%7D%24%2C+%24%7Bregion%3Acapitalized%7D%24%3A+This+Brilliant+Company+I&promotedlink=0010fc14668b0925f58a4f6e0c3fc54d36&source=$origsrcname$&site=$origpubname$&obOrigUrl=true
http://ylnk.io/?campaign=us-ob-yg-seniorliving-2t-web&match=$publisher_name$&adgroup=$section_name$&keyword=$section_id$&imp=46621&obOrigUrl=true
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=875768&obOrigUrl=true
http://ylnk.io/?campaign=us-ob-yg-crossovers2018-2t-web1&match=$publisher_name$&adgroup=$section_name$&keyword=$section_id$&imp=46621&obOrigUrl=true
http://privacy-protector.org/10bb56fc-28ab-4162-9038-f0b36f7d2995?sourceid=$origsrcid$&adid=The+Government+Offers+Up+To+%244%2C264+per+year+%28%24355+per+month%29+Mortgage+&sectionid=$section_id$&sectionname=$section_name$&publisherid=$publisher_id$&publishername=$publisher_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N4492.1984505OUTBRAIN/B20533661.210574710;dc_trk_aid=410263655;dc_trk_cid=91488020;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=?obOrigUrl=true
http://teastart.com/common-prison-tattoos-meanings/?utm_campaign=1374_pp-tst-out-d-us-common-prison-tattoos-meanings_1_2&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=$origsrcid$&utm_content=$section_id$&utm_term=0069dd39b77902ce0d07fe8f4d45eaf433&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.aarp.org/work/career-change/info-2018/second-careers-company-founder.html?cmp=SL-DSO-OUTBRAIN-DESKTAB-WORKJOBS-2NDCAREERS-MIXED-CPC-BRANDSAFE_Second+Careers%3A+Founder%2C+Cowboy+Cauldron_002728133a7553e8b342ee6b133ef09c77_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
http://track.catchmeintraffic.com/dd900ba6-6af9-420c-b30a-79119b3d0438?section_id=$section_id$&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&ad_id=00f4bdba329a3b87706adcfd301f828c80&source_id=$source_id$&section_name=$section_name$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&obOrigUrl=true
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804277&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.aarp.org/home-family/your-home/info-2018/grandma-alligator-trapper-fd.html?cmp=SL-DSO-OUTBRAIN-DESKTAB-HOMERSS-MIXED-CPC-BRANDSAFE_She%27s+a+Grandma+and+an+Alligator+Trapper_001cc4fa25e83d3cdbaf3b3010162262c1_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
http://abc7ny.com/news/tim-mcgraw-collapses-on-stage-during-ireland-performance/3203823/?obOrigUrl=true
http://abc7ny.com/business/coffee-shop-refuses-to-serve-police/3198619/?obOrigUrl=true
http://abc7ny.com/female-teacher-accused-of-having-sex-with-14-year-old/3181588/?obOrigUrl=true
http://abc7ny.com/family/nurse-adopts-severely-abused-twins/3185759/?obOrigUrl=true
http://abc7ny.com/sports/giants-nfl-aware-of-odell-beckham-jr-video/3198912/?obOrigUrl=true
http://abc7ny.com/entertainment/nun-dies-during-property-battle-with-la-archdiocese-katy-perry/3198857/?obOrigUrl=true

Reports: Toys R Us to announce closure of stores nationwide
Updated 46 mins ago

SCHOOL CLOSINGS

Find out which schools are closed in your district.

Craig Mack, rapper known for 'Flava in Ya Ear,' dies at 47
Updated 38 mins ago

Tillerson out as secretary of state, replaced by Pompeo
Updated 45 mins ago

Police: Women tried to steal $11K worth of Victoria's Secret bras
Updated 7 mins ago

Man fatally shot by officer in Great Neck involved in crime spree, police say
Updated 2 hrs 17 mins ago

SHOW MORE w

TOP VIDEO

Simply NY: Titanic memorials in the city
New York Insta-Star eats her way around NYC

Man fatally shot by officer in Great Neck involved in crime spree, police say
Updated 2 hrs 17 mins ago

Who are the victims of the East River helicopter crash?

MORE VIDEO »

EYEWITNESS NEWS =)

abc7NY

Home
AccuWeather
Traffic

Local News
Categories
Station Info

Shows

Apps

Search Our Site

Follow Us o o @

Privacy Policy Terms of Use

Children's Privacy Policy Interest-Based Ads


https://facebook.com/ABC7NY
https://twitter.com/ABC7NY
https://www.instagram.com/abc7ny/
http://abc7ny.com/newsletters
https://disneyprivacycenter.com/
https://disneyprivacycenter.com/kids-privacy-policy/english/
https://disneyprivacycenter.com/notice-to-california-residents/
http://disneytermsofuse.com/
http://preferences.truste.com/2.0/?type=abc&affiliateId=115
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wabc-tv
http://abc7ny.com/business/reports-toys-r-us-to-announce-closure-of-stores-nationwide/3210004/
http://abc7ny.com/society/simply-ny-titanic-memorials-in-the-city/3149727/
http://abc7ny.com/food/new-york-insta-star-eats-her-way-around-nyc/3142662/
http://abc7ny.com/man-fatally-shot-by-officer-in-great-neck-involved-in-crime-spree-police-say/3209525/
http://abc7ny.com/who-are-the-victims-of-the-east-river-helicopter-crash/3205562/
http://abc7ny.com/entertainment/craig-mack-rapper-known-for-flava-in-ya-ear-dies-at-47/3210063/
http://abc7ny.com/politics/tillerson-out-as-secretary-of-state-replaced-by-pompeo/3209674/
http://abc7ny.com/police-women-tried-to-steal-$11k-worth-of-victorias-secret-bras-/3210170/
http://abc7ny.com/man-fatally-shot-by-officer-in-great-neck-involved-in-crime-spree-police-say/3209525/
http://abc7ny.com/elderly-long-island-man-says-video-shows-wrongful-arrest/3049013/#
http://abc7ny.com/video/
http://abc7ny.com/
http://abc7ny.com/
http://abc7ny.com/weather/
http://abc7ny.com/traffic/
http://abc7ny.com/apps/
http://abc7ny.com/community/schoolclosings/

Your California Privacy Rights Public Inspection File

Copyright © 2018 ABC Inc., WABC-TV New York. All Rights Reserved.

L N el



https://disneyprivacycenter.com/notice-to-california-residents/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wabc-tv
http://2915d.v.fwmrm.net/ad/l/1?s=b199&n=168285%3B168285&t=1520953591147907026&f=&r=168285&adid=22563535&reid=8377495&arid=0&auid=&cn=defaultClick&et=c&_cc=&tpos=&sr=0&cr=http%3A//abc7ny.com/food/coffee-is-simply-new-york/2628463/

