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Suit says Islip Town's voting
system leaves out Latinos

BY RACHELLE BLIDNER

rachelle.blidner@newsday.com

A group of Latino residents
and advocacy groups is suing
Islip Town, claiming the system
of electing the town board pre-
vented Latinos from having
equal representation in Town
Hall.

The town’s at-large elections
— in which candidates are cho-
sen townwide by majority vote
and do not represent council
districts — have allowed the
town’s white majority to elect
its candidates over those of the
minority Latino community, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

The election system violates
the Voting Rights Act and per-
petuates neglect of Latino com-
munities, including Brentwood
and Central Islip, according to

the suit, which seeks to create
council districts.

“Lacking any representation
on the Town Board, members of
the Town’s Latino community
have been demoted to second-
class citizens,” said the suit.

Town voters rejected a ballot
measure to create council dis-
tricts in 2006 after several peti-
tions for a referendum were
blocked over a decade.

Town board members de-
clined to comment Tuesday af-
ternoon, with Supervisor Angie
Carpenter saying she hadn’t had
an opportunity to review the law-
suit.

The town board has never
had a Latino member. All five
current town board members
are white in a town where
about 25 percent of the popula-
tion is Hispanic or black.

Council Member Resid

Attorney Fred Brewington at rally demanding greater representation for Latinos in Islip Town Tuesday.

The lawsuit was filed in fed-
eral district court in Brooklyn
on Monday by Brentwood resi-
dents Ana Flores, her father,
René Flores, Maria Magdalena
Hernandez and Magali Roman,
and advocacy groups Make the
Road New York and New York
Communities for Change. De-
fendants include the Islip Town
Board and the Suffolk County
Board of Elections.

Ana Flores, 21, said her com-
munity was “underfunded, un-
derserved.”

“I feel like there’s a lot of ha-
tred,” said Flores, who will begin
a master’s program in social
work at New York University in
the fall. “We kind of lost hope in
our government, and, at some
point, some of us even fear it.”

Town officials have largely ig-
nored the concerns of residents
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in majority-Latino areas, from
quality-of-life issues such as
potholes needing fixing to the
violence of the MS-13 gang, ac-
cording to the suit. Town ser-
vices such as street cleaning
and trash pickup are provided
more frequently in more white
and affluent areas, the suit said.

The community’s neglect
was especially apparent when
40,000 tons of contaminated de-
bris were dumped at Roberto
Clemente Park in Brentwood in
2013 and 2014, the suit said.
Two town parks officials were
convicted for their roles in the
illegal dumping, as were three
other men.

It took three years to clean
up and reopen the park, and the
pool is still under construction
despite an estimated reopening
for summer 2018.

“We were reminded once
again through that incident of
the deep bias and discontent and
lack of accountability for the
Town of Islip board to the major-
ity-Latino population in Brent-
wood, Central Islip and North
Bay Shore,” said Walter Barrien-
tos, Make the Road’s organizing
director for Long Island.

Board of Elections clerk Mary
Lou said she did not know about
the lawsuit because “we have not
been served with anything.”

The only Long Island towns
with council districts are Hemp-
stead, North Hempstead and
Brookhaven, according to both
the Nassau and Suffolk Board of
Elections.

About 40 people marched
and chanted, “Islip is for all;
our vote counts,” during a rally
outside Town Hall on Tuesday.



