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HOUSING LAWSUIT SETTLED
Nassau accused
of discriminating,
will pay $5.4M
BY CANDICE FERRETTE

candice.ferrette@newsday.com

Nassau County will pay more
than $5.4 million to a nonprofit
housing developer to settle a
14-year-old lawsuit charging the
county with discriminating
against minorities by not offering housing opportunities to people with low and moderate incomes.
In addition to the payment to
plaintiff MHANY Management
Inc. to create affordable housing,

Nassau will set aside $450,000
per year for three years for private and nonprofit developers
seeking to build mixed-income
rental housing in areas with
high-performing schools.
The county also will pay
$120,000 to fund civil rights advocacy by the nonprofit group
New York Communities for
Change, co-plaintiffs in the case.
“I want to reaffirm my commitment to opening doors of
opportunity to every person
who calls Nassau home,” Nassau County Executive Laura
Curran said Friday.
More than two dozen advocates and attorneys gathered to
applaud the announcement.
There was no information on
the specific location of any new

housing. But the Curran administration and representatives from
MHANY, a Brooklyn-based nonprofit that promotes affordable
housing, said the goal is to build
mixed-income affordable housing throughout the county in
“high opportunity” communities
with low poverty rates, good
schools, job opportunities and access to transportation.
“This has been a long time
coming. Change has come to
Nassau County and it wasn’t
easy but it’s positive,” said Fred
Brewington,
attorney
for
MHANY and the nonprofit New
York Communities for Change.
NYCC organizer Diane Goins,
76, of Hempstead, said: “You
can’t keep putting affordable
housing in Hempstead. We want

to live all over Long Island. We
all want great schools for our
kids. There’s a lot of prejudice
and segregation here on Long Island, and we just want better for
our children and grandchildren.”
The case dates to a plan in
2004 by former County Executive Thomas Suozzi to sell the
old 25-acre Social Services office
complex in Garden City for
about $30 million to a developer
to build 311 affordable housing
units. But village officials
changed the zoning to allow development of 90 single-family
homes or 150 town houses.
The failed housing plan was
challenged by the Long Island
chapter of the now-defunct
group ACORN, which argued
the site should be used for afford-

able housing. It filed suit in 2005.
Three Nassau legislators, all
Democrats, voted against the
settlement, saying they did not
believe it would bring more affordable housing to the county.
They said because the settlement agreement does not require the affordable housing to
be built exclusively in Nassau,
they’re concerned MHANY
will build in Suffolk.
“In our opinion, this settlement does not provide a concrete pathway to affordable housing that promotes diversity in
Nassau County,” said Minority
Leader Kevan Abrahams (DFreeport). Legis. Siela Bynoe (DWestbury) and Legis. Carrié Solages (D-Elmont) also voted no.
All three are African-American.
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In this photo by Ferrara, Emma Brussell kisses service dog Rufus, a diabetic alert dog, at Woodward
Parkway Elementary School in South Farmingdale last April. \ More photos: newsday.com/li
Boston Globe.
Multimedia entries were
judged by Kayle Hope, a video
journalist at NationSwell; Bob
Sacha, a director, cinematographer, editor, teacher, photographer; and Nyier Abdou, a freelance video journalist, filmmaker and multimedia producer.
The contest granted 16 firstplace awards from multiple categories and evaluated the images’
versatility, content and quality.

“Ferrara’s portfolio stood out
because of the variety of images that showed the strength
and diversity of the photographer’s images,” said the three
judges. The Photographer of
the Year award was sponsored
by Canon U.S.A. Inc.
Ferrara also received Exhibit
awards for “Fisherman’s Sunset”
in the Pictorial category and
“Master Luthier, Charles Rutino”
in the Portrait category, “The

Bullpen” and “Scanning Stanton” in the Sports feature category, and an Honorable Mention
in the Feature category for “The
Mermaids of Long Island.”
Newsday’s
Chris
Ware
gained an Honorable Mention
in the Multimedia Long Form
category for “Able,” as did Jeffrey Basinger, Raychel Brightman, Robert Cassidy and
Randee Daddona for “We Are
Brentwood.”
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John Keating, Newsday’s assistant managing editor/photography, said: “This is a great honor
for Tom. He worked incredibly
hard last year and produced a terrific portfolio of photographs.
We are all very proud of him.”
Judges pored over as many as
1,700 images in the annual tournament, evaluating contestants’
work from March 1-3 at the City
University of New York School
of Journalism in Manhattan.
Judges were former New York
Times staff photographer and
picture editor Jose R. Lopez; Dr.
Lauren Walsh, a professor of photojournalism at New York University; and Kim Chapin, deputy
director of photography at The

newsday.com

Veteran Newsday staff photographer Thomas A. Ferrara has
been named the 2019 New York
Press Photographers Association’s Photographer of the Year.
Additionally, Newsday’s Alejandra Villa-Loarca and Megan
Miller clinched a first-place
prize for their work in the
NYPPA’s 84th Annual Photography and Multimedia Contest for
a long-form multimedia package
“When You’re Ready.” And
Newsday’s Steve Pfost placed
second in the Feature Picture
Story category for “Press Run”
and also received an Exhibit
Award for “Recycling Fire.”
Newsday freelancer David
Handschuh took second place
in the General News category.
In all, Newsday photographers and video journalists received 20 awards in the contest.
“Tom Ferrara’s energy, creativity and passion are reflected in his work every day,”
said Deborah Henley, editor of
Newsday. “He is respected by
his colleagues here, and he is
immensely deserving of this
much-coveted award and the
recognition by his peers.”
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