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Islip Town and Latino resi-
dents who say they face discrim-
ination in town politics reached
a tentative settlement on Friday
of a federal lawsuit seeking to
overturn the town’s at-large
council election system.

A lawyer for Islip Town an-
nounced the settlement in
court, but terms were not dis-
closed.

U.S. District Court Judge
Gary R. Brown, ruling in Cen-

tral Islip, held virtual confer-
ences for 90 minutes with
lawyers for the town and plain-
tiffs before announcing he
would take several days to re-
view proposed settlement
terms.

The case, Flores v. Islip, will
reconvene Tuesday, Brown
said.

An Islip Town spokeswoman
and Hempstead lawyer Freder-
ick K. Brewington, who repre-
sents plaintiffs, declined to com-
ment.

The agreement was an-

nounced after seven days of tes-
timony in the nonjury trial.

Brentwood residents and
two advocacy groups had sued
Islip last year, alleging that at-
large council elections violated
the federal Voting Rights Act
by effectively making it impossi-
ble for Latino residents to win
town board seats.

Latinos said lack of represen-
tation contributed to dispari-
ties in household incomes, po-
lice protection, health care and
education. They cited as an ex-
ample the discovery in 2014 of

illegal dumping at Roberto
Clemente Park in Brentwood,
which led to the temporary clo-
sure of that park.

Hispanics, who make up
about one-third of Islip Town’s
population, also have been dis-
proportionately affected by the
coronavirus pandemic, Brew-
ington said.

Islip’s four council members
all are white. The only minority
elected Islip Town official in re-
cent decades was the late Re-
publican Joan Johnson, a Black
woman who served as town

clerk from 1991 to 2007.
Expert witnesses called by

Brewington testified that His-
panics face political disadvan-
tages in Islip because most of
the town’s population is concen-
trated in predominantly white
communities.

Washington, D.C., attorney
Louis Fisher, representing the
town, countered in his opening
argument on Sept. 30 that Islip
Latinos were an “American suc-
cess story,” with higher average
incomes than Hispanics else-
where in the country.
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Suffolk County Executive
Steve Bellone on Friday pro-
posed a trimmed-down $3.19 bil-
lion operating budget for 2021,
cutting 500 full-time employees
and nearly half the county’s bus
routes, while raising police dis-
trict taxes by 1.9%.

Bellone, a Democrat, said the
staffing and service cuts could
be prevented if the Trump ad-
ministration and Congress
agree on a new pandemic relief
bill that would provide direct
federal disaster assistance.

“This is a COVID-19 budget
that reflects a failure in Wash-
ington,” said Bellone, who for
weeks had warned of deep cuts
to county services and delayed
releasing his executive budget.

“We have to put forward a
budget based on Washington
not acting,” Bellone said.

Most of the planned spending
cuts would not take effect until
July 1 and could be rescinded if
the county receives federal aid
for 2021, Bellone said.

According to the budget pro-
posal, which must win approval
of the Suffolk County Legisla-
ture, the county faces a two-
year budget gap of $437 million
and a projected multi-year
shortfall of more than $1 billion

due to the drop in retailspend-
ing and the resulting steep de-
cline in sales tax receipts.

Sales taxes represent about
40% of total county revenue.

Total spending in Bellone’s
2021 budget plan is $33 million
less than in his 2020 proposal.

The proposal does have new
revenues from a 1.9% hike in po-

lice district taxes, which is just
under the state tax cap of 2%.

The police district covers Suf-
folk’s five western towns. The
five eastern towns pay for their
own police departments, al-
though they use Suffolk County
Police for some services.

Bellone also said the proposal
cuts taxes for residents of the
Southwest Sewer District, al-
though officials did not respond
to questions about the amount.

The cuts of 500 full-time
county jobs would occur
through attrition, layoffs and in-
centives for early retirements,
for savings of saving about $25
million in 2021, according to
the proposed budget.

Daniel Levler, president of
the Suffolk AME, the county’s
largest public employee union,
said Bellone’s budget was
“more of a message to Washing-
ton” than a plan to address the
county’s fiscal crisis.

“When it comes to the vital
services our members provide,
it’s clear that we are essential,
not expendable and the budget
ultimately passed by the legisla-
ture needs to reflect that real-
ity,” Levler said in a statement.

“Moving forward, we will vig-
orously fight for Suffolk’s fair
share of Federal aid and fight
against any reckless attempts to
reduce essential government

services,” Levler said.
The proposed budget also

saves $13 million by cutting 19
Suffolk bus routes — or 46% of
all county routes — impacting
2,300 rides daily, administra-
tion officials said.

The bus cuts also will impact
the Suffolk County Accessible
Transportation service. Elimina-
tion of paratransit service not
required under the Americans
with Disability Act will save $5
million and affect 200 daily rid-
ers.

The legislature’s presiding of-
ficer, Rob Calarco, said lawmak-
ers would postpone their vote
on budget amendments from
Nov. 4 to Nov. 16 because of the
unusually late release of the ex-
ecutive budget.

The budget had been due
Sept. 18 under the county char-
ter. Bellone aides blamed the
delay on issues related to the
pandemic.

“It’s going to be an extremely
difficult budget year,” said
Calarco (D-Patchogue). “There
will be a lot of pain.”

Minority Leader Tom Cilmi

(R-Bay Shore) called it “ex-
tremely premature” to be dis-
cussing layoffs or reductions to
staff or county services.

Bellone’s budget calls for a
$20 million cut in funding for
the county and sheriff’s depart-
ments, which would lead to can-
cellation of two classes of po-
lice recruits and one deputy
sheriff’s class. The cancella-
tions would delay hiring of 200
new police officers and about
40 deputy sheriffs, who also
train at the county Police Acad-
emy. The county also will
freeze promotions for sworn of-
ficers.

“I would fully hope he contin-
ues to fund the police depart-
ment and enough new posi-
tions to account for the retire-
ments so we don’t lose officers
on the street,” Cilmi said.

In May, Suffolk received $257
million in federal aid through
the CARES Act to help deal
with a $325 million revenue
loss for 2020. Bellone warned
that without additional funds
for 2021, the county is in “un-
precendented circumstances.”

H
O

W
A

RD
SC

H
N

A
PP

BELLONE BUDGET HAS
LAYOFFS, BUS CUTS

PROPOSED 2021
SUFFOLK COUNTY BUDGET
Total spending: $3.197 billion
Total projected deficit: $437
million in fiscal years 2021 and
2022
TAXES
1.9% increase in the county
police district
SPENDING CUTS
County employees: Cuts 500
full-time jobs
Suffolk bus: $13 million in annu-
alized savings by cutting 19
routes (46% of the total)
County police and sheriff’s
departments: $20 million in
funding cuts
Contract agencies: $16 million
in annualized savings from 50%
across-the-board cuts to agen-
cies that provide substance
abuse, mental health and other
services

Source: Suffolk County executive

Says Suffolk can avoid measures with federal virus relief

Latinos, Islip have deal in voting rights case
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