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THIS DATE IN HISTORY

CORRECTION

Senior Councilwoman Dorothy
Goosby, above, and officials
outside Hempstead Town Hall
on Saturday. At left, the
Hempstead icon with Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer.

JOHN ASBURYBY
john.asbury@newsday.com

Hempstead Senior Council-
woman Dorothy Goosby, who
fought for voting rights and di-
rect representation of council
districts of minority communi-
ties, was honored Saturday by
state and town officials for her
more than 20 years on the
board and as its first African
American council member.

Goosby, 83, is running for her
eighth term on the town board
next month. She was the first
Democrat elected in nearly a
century after a 12-year civil
rights lawsuit to create council
districts in the town.

Her fellow board members,
all Republicans, recognized her
by voting to declare Saturday
“Dorothy Goosby Day” and to
rename the town’s plaza, near
Town Hall, for her in a cere-
mony before nearly 500 people.
Elected officials including Sen.
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), state
Attorney General Letitia James
and state Comptroller Thomas
DiNapoli also were on hand.

Goosby was first elected in
1999 after the U.S. Supreme
Court affirmed and declined to
hear an appeal to a case she
won to eliminate at-large vot-
ing in the town and create coun-
cil districts, including her dis-
trict of Hempstead and Bald-
win, Roosevelt and Uniondale.

“This notes all that hap-
pened,” Goosby said. “We all
came around to the same point.
This is what God needs all of us
to do. We work as one board.”

Hempstead Supervisor Don
Clavin said the board had
planned to rename the plaza for
Goosby last year but was halted
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Councilwoman Goosby looks
past party lines and does so
much to show she cares about
her residents in her district,”
Clavin said. “She is an incredible
woman with a story of accom-
plishment and how we got here.”

Goosby filed a federal law-
suit against the town in 1988 ar-
guing the town’s voting process
discriminated against African
Americans and minority voters
who were surrounded by major-
ity white communities in the
town. An Eastern District fed-

eral judge ruled in Goosby’s
favor and it was later affirmed
by the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit, her
then-attorney Fred Brewington
said Saturday.

Brewington said Judge John
Gleeson ordered the town to
“dismantle a form of govern-
ment” by creating six separate
council districts.

“It was dogfight,” Brewington
said. “What we did learn is that
history did not lie. The truth was
African Americans had not only
been shut out by the town board,
but the judge determined there

was a history of discrimination
of people of African American
descent in Hempstead, the
largest town in America.”

Schumer said Goosby was re-
sponsible for thousands of
African American officials who
would not have been elected to
office without her.

He recounted how she came
to New York from the segre-
gated South in Florida and be-
came involved in politics when
she challenged the town. Her
case has been cited 150 times in
federal court cases.

“Dorothy never stood for injus-

tice in her own story or the story
of anyone else,” Schumer said.
“She saw an institutional wrong
and bigotry and worked to right
that wrong so voices of people of
color could be heard in Hemp-
stead so local government could
more accurately reflect who
lived and worked here.”

James said Goosby was a role
model like Rosa Parks and John
Lewis, who fought for civil
rights and justice for discrimi-
nated voters. She said the
“march to justice is far from
complete,” and Goosby gives
her inspiration and an obliga-
tion to serve.

“I stand on her shoulders. I
would not be in this position,
but for Dorothy Goosby,” James
said. “Because of Dorothy
Goosby, the Hempstead Coun-
cil started to look more like
Hempstead. Those who were in-
visible and can’t speak now
have a voice and they spoke
through Dorothy Goosby. The
ground shook and the glass ceil-
ing was shattered.”
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1863 President Abraham
Lincoln proclaimed the last
Thursday in November
Thanksgiving Day.
1941 Adolf Hitler declared in
a speech in Berlin that
Russia had been “broken”
and would “never rise again.”
1955 “Captain Kangaroo”
and “The Mickey Mouse
Club” premiered on CBS
and ABC, respectively.
1970 The National Oceanic
& Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) was established
under the Department of
Commerce.
1991 Arkansas Gov. Bill
Clinton entered the race for
the Democratic presidential
nomination.
1995 The jury in the O.J.
Simpson murder trial in Los
Angeles found the former
football star not guilty of the
1994 slayings of his former
wife, Nicole Brown Simpson,
and Ronald Goldman (how-
ever, Simpson was later
found liable for damages in a
civil trial).

The North Shore High
School class of 1981 re-
union scheduled for Oct.
23 at Sea Cliff Yacht Club
has been postponed to a
date to be announced in
2022. The originally sched-
uled event is listed in
today’s LI Life Reunions
calendar, which was
printed in advance.
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Councilwoman has her day
Hempstead
plaza renamed
after Goosby
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