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A criminal defendant al-
legedly assaulted earlier this
year by Suffolk County police
officers after he had been hand-
cuffed and arrested pleaded
guilty Wednesday to petit lar-
ceny during a brief hearing in
Central Islip.

Christopher Cruz of Long
Beach, who had faced felony
grand larceny and third-degree
criminal mischief charges, ac-
knowledged before Suffolk Dis-
trict Court Judge Richard
Dunne that he had entered a
2015 Jeep Grand Cherokee
parked on Oakland Ave. in Port
Jefferson Station on Feb. 23 and
drove off without the owner’s
permission. Dunne sentenced
Cruz to time served.

Cruz’s Legal Aid attorney,
Stephanie Giancristofaro, de-
clined comment after Wednes-
day’s hearing.

Prosecutors told Dunne in

June that they were dropping
second-degree assault, third-de-
gree criminal mischief and re-
sisting arrest charges against
Cruz, saying that they were
“not sustainable charges.”

Two Suffolk police officers
captured on a body camera
video allegedly assaulting Cruz
were suspended without pay
and are the target of a criminal
investigation by Suffolk District
Timothy Sini’s office, Suffolk
County Executive Steve Bel-
lone and former Suffolk Police
Commissioner Geraldine Hart
announced in early March.

Sini’s office did not return a
request for comment Wednes-
day. A Suffolk police spokes-
man declined comment.

Hempstead civil rights attor-
ney Frederick Brewington,
whole filed a notice of claim —
a precursor to a lawsuit —
against Suffolk County and its

police department on Cruz’s be-
half in March, called for crimi-
nal charges to be filed against
the officers who allegedly as-
saulted Cruz and cops who wit-
nessed the incident but de-
clined to intervene.

“Their arrests should come
promptly and their prosecu-
tions should be consistent with
their violations of the public
trust,” Brewington said.

Suffolk police said officers in
an unmarked car spotted Cruz
drive the stolen Jeep Grand
Cherokee into the parking lot
of a gas station on Route 112,
and when police in marked ve-

hicles arrived at the scene,
Cruz rammed a patrol car, injur-
ing an officer, before driving
off, police officials said.

A short time later, Cruz lost
control of the Grand Cherokee
and slammed into a snowbank
near the intersection of Canal
Road and Strathmore Court in
Mount Sinai, according to au-
thorities. He rammed a second
police car and crashed into a
snowbank before he was ar-
rested shortly after. A second
officer was hurt while Cruz
was being taken into custody,
police said.

The notice of claim filed by
Brewington, however, paints a
much different picture. The
court papers say police officers
punched and kicked Cruz while
he was face down in dirty snow.

“Eat the [expletive] snow,
you [ethnic slur],” a plain-
clothes Suffolk police officer
told Cruz, according to the
court papers.

Suffolk police have not re-
vealed the names of the disci-
plined officers or the result of
an internal investigation
launched into the alleged beat-
ing.
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Judy Hubscher and Rosemarie Cooke pet “Tank” as Nassau mounted
police officers visit the Village Green assisted living facility in Levittown as
part of “Operation Silver Spurs” to cheer up residents Wednesday.
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Plea of guilty in carjacking
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Attorney for man allegedly assaulted by
police in incident wants them charged

NASSAU TO
OFFER CASH
FOR GUNS
BY ROBERT BRODSKY
robert.brodsky@newsday.com

Nassau residents can turn 
in handguns and rifles for 
cash on Saturday in Union-
dale as part of the county’s 
gun buyback program.

The Oct. 2 event, sched-
uled for 9  a.m. to noon at 
Grace Cathedral Interna-
tional on Jerusalem Avenue, 
is co-hosted by State Attor-
ney General Letitia James’ of-
fice, the Nassau District At-
torney’s Office, the county 
executive’s office and the 
county police department.

“Getting guns off our 
streets and out of the wrong 
hands is critical to keeping 
our neighborhoods safe,” 
James said. “We have success-
fully taken in more than 
2,000 guns through our gun 
buyback programs, efforts 
that we know have protected 
communities on Long Island 
and throughout the state. We 
encourage the public to do 
their part by turning in any 
unwanted firearms in their 
possession and helping us 
spread the word about this 
important program.”

Rifles can be turned in for
$100 in cash while officials 
will pay $200 for handguns 
and $400 for assault rifles.

Individuals who turns in 
firearms will remain anony-
mous and won’t be required 
to show identification. There 
is a 10-gun per person limit.

“Buybacks are a proven 
tool for getting dangerous 
weapons off the streets and 
saving lives,” said County Ex-
ecutive Laura Curran. “I’m 
proud that Nassau hsecond 
straight year. However, we 
must continue to do more to 
reduce gun violence at every 
level of government because 
even one gun death is one 
too many.”

Nassau Police Commis-
sioner Patrick Ryder said au-
thorities have taken 4,850 
guns off the streets of the 
county through buyback 
events since 2008.

“This reduction of guns in 
our neighborhoods equates 
to safer communities for our 
residents,” Ryder said.
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