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A Suffolk police detective
has filed a $35 million federal
civil rights lawsuit against the
county and police department
alleging he was discriminated
against because of his Domini-
can heritage after he applied
for promotions that went to
white men.

Det. Sgt. Tulio Serrata, a
23-year department veteran,
says he was retaliated against
when he spoke publicly about
being passed over for a position
in the Suffolk County District
Attorney’s Office that went to
Salvatore Gigante, the nephew
of then-Chief of Detectives Ger-
ard Gigante. Serrata named Ger-
ard Gigante, former Suffolk Po-
lice Commissioner Geraldine
Hart and Lt. Michael A. Crow-
ley as defendants in the suit.

“All I asked for is to be given
an equal chance to fill positions
for which I am more than quali-
fied, only to be slapped down
and watch lesser qualified
white members of the depart-
ment step right over me,” Ser-
rata told reporters.

Serrata, 49, testified at a 2019
legislative committee hearing
into Salvatore Gigante’s promo-
tion.

“When I testified before the
legislature about me being de-
nied one of the highest-paying
detective sergeant jobs in the
whole department, I did so hop-

ing that a change would come.
It did not. And instead, I was
made to suffer,” Serrata said
Thursday.

The suit claims he was met
with “unresponsiveness, insen-
sitivity, continued employment
discrimination and retaliation”
following his testimony.

“The Suffolk County Police
Department must stop its
wrongful and divisive ways,”
said Serrata, who became tear-
ful as he spoke during a Thurs-
day afternoon news conference
at his attorney’s office. “If I re-
main silent nothing will change.
The Suffolk County Police De-
partment cannot discriminate
and retaliate. It has to stop and
that time should be now.”

Serrata’s attorney, Frederick
K. Brewington, called on the
state attorney general and for
the U.S. Justice Department to
investigate the alleged discrimi-
nation. “There must be some ac-
countability,” Brewington said.

State Attorney General Leti-
tia James’ office didn’t immedi-

ately comment.
The Suffolk Police Depart-

ment issued a statement saying,
“The department does not com-
ment on pending litigation.”

Serrata, president of the de-
partment’s Suffolk Hispanic So-
ciety, said he was passed over
five different times for promo-
tions to commands that are
highly sought-after because of
the ability to earn overtime.

Serrata was removed from
the department’s busiest
precinct and reassigned to the
Fourth Precinct — one of only
three Latino detective
sergeants in the entire depart-
ment, he said. The lawsuit
notes that the Fourth Precinct
is “the least active and least fi-
nancially rewarding precinct in
the county.”

The lawsuit called Serrata’s
unsuccessful attempts at promo-
tions “humiliating and embar-
rassing when the entire police
department is aware that Mr.
Serrata is the better performing
officer and has not been se-

lected for promotion because
he is Latino and not Caucasian.”

Serrata said when he sought
assistance from his union repre-
sentative James Gruenfelder,
president of the Suffolk Supe-
rior Officers Association, he
was referred to union attorney
Paul Linzer, who told him he
had no basis for a complaint be-
cause he was not fired from his
position or disciplined after tes-
tifying in front of the legislature.

Hart could not be reached for
comment on Thursday. Gigante
issued a prepared statement.

“The Suffolk County Police
Department has strived to di-
versify whenever possible in
order to more closely represent
the community,” the statement
read. “During my tenure the De-
tective Division has been the
most diversified Division
within the Department. As
often is the case with individ-
ual lawsuits, the specific facts
and not accusations will deter-
mine the outcome.”

With Cecilia Dowd

Suffolk Police Det. Tulio Serrata, left, with attorney Frederick K. Brewington, speaks Thursday.

1790 A site along the Po-
tomac River was designated
the permanent seat of the
U.S. government; the area
would become the District of
Columbia.
1945 The United States
exploded its first experimen-
tal atomic bomb in the
desert of Alamogordo, New
Mexico.
1969 Apollo 11 blasted off
from Cape Kennedy, Florida,
on the first manned mission
to the surface of the moon.
1980 Former California Gov.
Ronald Reagan won the
Republican presidential
nomination at the party’s
convention in Detroit.
1999 John F. Kennedy Jr.,
his wife, Carolyn, and her
sister, Lauren Bessette, were
killed when their single-en-
gine plane, piloted by
Kennedy, plunged into the
Atlantic Ocean near
Martha’s Vineyard, Massa-
chusetts.
2004 Martha Stewart was
sentenced to five months in
prison and five months of
home confinement by a
federal judge in New York for
lying about a stock sale.
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Two mosquito samples in
Suffolk County tested positive
for West Nile virus, the first on
Long Island this year, health of-
ficials reported Thursday.

Samples collected July 6 in
Nesconset and July 8 in North-
port tested positive for the
virus, which can cause neuro-
logical problems and muscle
weakness, Suffolk Health Com-
missioner Dr. Gregson Pigott
said in a news release.

No mosquito samples in Nas-
sau County have tested positive

for the virus so far this year,
Nassau Health Department
spokeswoman Mary Ellen Lau-
rain said in an email.

Last year, there were four
human West Nile cases in Nas-
sau as of October but none in
Suffolk. In New York City, there
were six human cases in 2020
and one death as of October.

The virus is transmitted
through mosquito bites.

West Nile has been detected
on Long Island every year since
1999, and Pigott said “there is
no cause for alarm.”

Most people who contract
the virus have mild or no symp-

toms, but some — especially
those 50 and older or with com-
promised immune systems —
can get severely ill, the health
department said in the release.

Symptoms include high fever,
headache, neck stiffness, stupor,
disorientation, coma, tremors,
convulsions, muscle weakness,
vision loss, numbness and paral-
ysis, the department said. Neuro-
logical effects in some people
are permanent.

Pigott urged residents to mini-
mize outdoor activities be-
tween dusk and dawn, wear
long pants, long-sleeved shirts
and shoes and socks when mos-

quitoes are active, use repellent,
and make sure all windows and
doors have intact screens.

Any containers that hold
water, such as buckets, pet water
bowls, birdbaths and trash cans
should be emptied once a week
and scrubbed to prevent the
growth of mosquitoes, he said.

County officials said resi-
dents can report mosquito prob-
lems or stagnant pools of water
by calling 631-852-4270. If you
see a dead bird — which could
indicate the presence of the
West Nile virus — take a photo
of the bird and call 631-852-5999
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Suffolk detective alleges bias

N
EW

SD
AY

/
J.

CO
N

RA
D

W
IL

LI
A

M
S

JR
.

Sues department,
county for $35M
over promotion

2 mosquito samples in Suffolk positive for West Nile
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